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■ 1. The or lglha la - of the enclosed reports were brought 
to MS In October by the eas a, off leer In cliarp-e of liAHOHSPN, former 
■ Ixead, of vA^ Slhoe neither th© field nor the > war Room was In 

:yi<4: pos Iti'on s Ince' they were obviously Ve^ tm- 

'V portahty^We office'. Several other' , . - ■ 

re porta by lAHOUSEN on pa the AbwehT, hav® a^sp . .. 

been translated/ but are being given limited distribution beeanse of 

the ir smaller .general intereia.t.\ A 
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these reports, LAHOUSPN was. asslsbod by ./ 

)bera tleubnai ^^]^PRWP]il ^f ' Leltstelle il suedost. who collaborated’ 

>l'th LAH^tSpir^^Mc^^ the beginning of the J* counteract Iv.lby" ., 

' ordered II. 

S* The' re^dr ta have been left In the ra mb llii^ personal 
style In which iAhOTOEN, wrote them, some of their content appea 
in the recent ..testimony ^ of lAHO the Nuernberg war ortmes ; 

' Their Inxp^o^ the evidence that the-- 

Abwehr;.. was not/. weak and Ineffeotlve merely because of corrupt Ibnip//^ ■., ■:•• 

defeatism, personal, poll ties , and superannuation^ but that even b|sfiore " / ^ 
the yiar/'Sltl^As h;;jBplncl^l b^ opposition to the Nasi Regiidy ; - ^ 

with the aw^^^OTpbtajc^^ Oh this basis, ptjr:.vljews . ‘ 7 

of the G13, andA sped l^flpai^^^ and Inertia of the Abw’ehy. . a 

need ’ serious' rey;iS'i6h./'A--."’:-^....;'^-^ ‘ ' -'A'.'.. .• ■' 
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8* in preparing the reports, wo have omitted the chart 
refei’rod to at the end^of part I, since It added little more than an 
Index of names to the account In the text. 

9# LAHOUSBN’s ”Rar Itaetenmappe” , the •'curiosity file" 
or ''tr^as^^e porjtfo^fco^to wh^h hi<. repeatedly refers, may still be 
In exlsteh^^ aSSTa soarbtr’^r It hasAbeon Instituted. 
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6ECREE ^ 

REPCRT BY GENERiim'iJOR UJ-IOaSEN 
.ON . . 

8As&Rist>- 'S ecret oRCANiZiiTioN 
• B'^RT I 



the time of my entry on ser^/ice in the OKV7 — V&y 1938 — Pen.. 

to me that my special ly-favOred assignment 
to the Abwehr had , taken place on the basis of informtidn given 
him by ^.dmiral C;jJ/iRIS in regard to my political attitude. He 
(beck) in any case was very anxious for Die to stay in the i.bwehr. 
For- the rest, I sh'ould receive from exact instructions and 

directives as to how this service was to be carried out in the 
situation which at the time was extremely critical for Germany and 
Europe. 



Shortly afterwards— I was at that time still assigned as 
Lieutenant Colonel of the General Staff for training with Abwehr 
Abteilung I as I^H-Ost and deputy of the hbtei lungs chef (Obst.d.G. 
PIECKENBROCK) — 'CANARIS tohk me into his confidence, appealing to 
my anti-Nazi attitude, with which he was familiar, and unfolded 
to me his thoughts about the further development of the situation 
in Germany in the main as follows i 

iifter'the (unfortunately) smooth and all too easy occupatiCn 
of -^stria, HITLER was now resolved to attack Czechoslovakia and to 
df^hiae anber i-t J»y^op<»Tt djig the .fijudeteri German question. This would mean 
a European war, since the Western Powers and the USSR would by no 
me.^3 accept this new provocation. 

Therefore all these forces that had still kept a clear viovj for 
actualities must try to prevent this v/ar, v;hich would be a misfortune 
for Germany and all Europe, 



in this sense, he was imparting to me the foil ovjing secret . 

directions for the handling of incoming Abv/ehr I material on 
Czechoslovakia. i 

Emphasis and overvaluation of all those reports and pieces of .L 
information that concerned the strength of the Czechoslovak fortif ication| 
the resolute will to defence of the. Czech people and its government, ] 
as weir as the probability of intervention by the Western Pbv/ers and • / 

the Soviet Union (Russian air force), in order ,n this way to counteract; 

the optimistically colored, editorializing reports (Zweckberichter*^* * 
stattung) based on pure Nazi ideology of the SD and similar par-ty 
agencies. , , 



As persons in his confidence, v;ho supported i.im actively or 
■pratsa ively in ju^ /efi ^ts to vvard' -this end, C.lN.RIo gave me the 
f,olioTffing ‘ names t 

f( SlSBa-at that time, I think, Abv; III 



iGROSSKURTH— Chef Abw II 




O^orstlt 



O berst Grai^'lRQGNiL-pm^IT| i^^ad^.at Vienna ' 
Oberst d.G. PIEKEI'BROCE - Chef Abw I ■ 



Hptm. Dr 




- Acijutant ill ..by; II 



At the SQita time, CAN.**RIS warned me against Qber6t d 
(who is now with S5SI)LIT?)#. at that time Chef i^bw Hi, am some 
other persons, whose names I pan .no longer recall, 
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. In.' this- 'conf ^i 9 nti:ai .discussion, I also roceived from C;iK..RlS ■ 
directions iot to .rec'oimrelid for appointment to the 25entrale (QKW)'Or 
for high positions In the ,'i.bwehr any **ustrian officers of National 
Socialist tendencies, ' , r'>\ 

In executing, this secret instruct iono?^econiinend to PISKEi®ROCK 
the Austrian Major MELZER .voHy^I 5 iJBURG;^ ^^r.:..orly in the Information 
Section of the Austrian Defence I/iinistiy ) and Obefst Graf IvL'jROOl,, 
who then (193®/39) was already head of ^.st Vienna, (and) the Austrian 
tajor FECHNER,- to be taken into the -bwshr. 

tJajor IvlIilZER-ORIENBURG was known to me from niy services in the 
Austrian Infonaation Section as an officer not, to be surer outstanding 
intellectually,., but absolutely reliable in his anti-Nazi attitude. He 
is married to a S-ede; his brother died in a Nazi prison in Vienna, 

I do not know how far, or whether, kISLZER was used or could be used 
in the frame of the "oounteractivity" j,n Abw I, 

As Qberst i.Gj^fL,NSEN,^ ^^ l7<+3> IvniLZiER v/as after all too 

_^^lexible mentaj^ for this ticklish Job, and was released by E.,KSEN 
fTOnr- tho A btTehr to';^r^ehrbez‘irklcoramando. 

tla j or : FECHNER— a f fiend, of mine from youth, was, w'ith. some 
other Austrian officers, on the search list that was accessible to 
me fit the time of the Gennan entry into Vienna, (v'itness for this 
is /t>lajc^fe’iJ^jESCH.- whose ’father, a foromr General in the old Austrian 
ArV, O'fer 70 years old, I was able with the aid of iyjROGNii. to 
liberate from the Nazi prison in Vienna.) 

^ith the support of liliROGNA, I succeeded in removing, the names 
of these officers — including FF0’;iN5R--cn tno quiet from the list, and 
thus to protect FECHldR against his imiiiediately threatened arrest. 

Further, immediately after ry arrival in Berlin I caused the 
destruction of the dossier that conta'.nod politically dangerous 
material on FECHNER. 

FECHNER, who in the meantime had been dismissed from the army 
for political and r.acial reasons and was exposed .to the harshest 
political persecutions, 'turned to me for help ij.i I 939 , since he had 
to fear, arrest on the basis of further accusations t.hat had boon 
brought against him. 



In '.order to get him away from the threatening action of tho 
Gestapo, I had only the possibility of taking him on into the Abwehr-, 
i.t that time, you -see, membership in the '"/ehrmacht still offered 
a relative protection agij^inst the persecutions of the Gestapo, the 
SD, and other party agencies. 

, But since FECHNER 'V 7 as not only under heavy suspicion politically 
because of his sharply anti-Nazi attitude, but furthermore vjas 
regarded as a first-degree "mixed -breed" uiider the Nuernberg laws, 

I hdd. first to get, as coverage for .myself, the consent of G',n;.RI?. 

GilNfJ^IS declared himself in acerbrd with the proposed assigrJusnt 
of FECHNER, even for strictly confidential business, after ny 
thorough description of’ FECJrH'tHR and his absolute reliability and 
suitability— al-^hough this asaigranent completely ran counter to the 
existing legal rules. ' 



Oberst lilRCGFA, the .absolutely reliable head of Ast Vienna, a 
friend of mine, was fequestdd to support 'TV.i'li’lFR and to cover him as 
fas as possible against future interference by the Gestapo. 

- 3ECP.Fr ' ■ ■ 



I 



X 



SEORjBr 



On my suggostibnt succeoded in preventing the dragging - 

ai 7 ay of FECIItlER’s father, Tyhich had been pla nned — an 80 year old 
Colonel in the .old -..ustrian Army,' who had been a Catholic all his 
life and suddenly v/as a ' ”non-'‘*ryan^* according to the Nuernberg laws, 

After the departure,. of the former Chof of Abwclir Abteilung II, 
Oberstlti d.G. GROSSKCHRTHi I took over the section at the ' 
beginning of 1939 after a long discussion with C>j.KARIS» I am 
_yeporting in my autobiography on the motives, that induced me to 
a^cbe^pt-*^th4ra-t50fiSaai^^ spiritual responsibility# 



In 'the basic discussion with CAI^L'i.RIS before I took over the 
section, I received "open”, instructions, intended publicily, and 
” secret directions’’# 

The "open” orders to me concerning the conduct of Abwehr Abt 
II were : ' , ' . 

1) . Limitations to purely military tasks and absolute non- 
participation in political actions, 

2) Sharpest rejection of all methods that v;ere custoiviary with 
the SD and the Gestapo# The struggle is to be c£\rried on v/ithin the 
boundaries that have been maintained in past and present by all 
participants in the war, even .in this special sphere# 

3) . No collaboration with vSD and Gestap<>. These basic "open” 
instructions were aipressed and ropeaied by G.:.M;RIS and ii:yself at every . 
internal discussion, Abwehr II meeting/ or— :-.n mch sharper and more 
definite form— in case of individual ent^-i prises of Nazi or especially 
"activistio " officers# 



These be known to evor*'"' 



former section. 



G-iliLlRIS informed me of the follow^ing basic instructions for 
the "secret tasks"}' . , 

With the successful- pulling-in of Czcchp3lov,;kia into the. ophere of 
power of the Third Reioh--a process to which the laSt responsible 
Chief of the German General Staff, Gon# Cberst 3, CK, was sacrificed 
because^ of his hostile attitude-- tho way to war with Poland has been 
opened, for. HITEER' arid his clique, of criminals# 

I '( G.'JSLiRIS ) am convinced that the other great Powers will not 
be caught this time by the "political slei..;:ht of hand tricks of this 
pathological liar".# War means a catas'Tophe far greater and beyond 
comprehension for Germany and all mankind wo.uld be the victory 
of this Nazi system# 

This must be. prevented under all circumetancos] " . . 

With reference to the activity of ray section, I received the 
following confidential tasks; 

1) a secret organization within Abwelir Abt II 
and the. Brandenburg Regiment., v;i,.th the purpose of embodying the 

, anti-Nazi forces.. and' them for all illegal acts that .might- 
be possible in. the future .against *the system. . .. 

2) Gradual but systematic removal cf fanatical Nazis or SD spies^ 
from the section# 
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3) Passive conduct of ii.bwohr II v/ork, with external show of 
Sp^ar cnt jer y-^-grfcert^-^act lvi ^ 

4) Failure to 'carry out enterprises whose execution can be 

avoided ,in any way. ' ' 

absolute prevention or failure to follow orders for kidnapping i 
assassination, poisoning, or siinilar actions related to the methods- 
of the SD,. 

(With the beginning of the Russian Caiapaign, Points 3 and 4 of 
these conf itontial tasks w'ere cons id i:.r ably loosened , and limited in . 
their original version to the Western Pov/^rs, Against the Soviet 
Union I- received a ffoelhand in my work — with the exception of 
prevention, fully valid for this combat too, of .atrocities, SD methods, 
etc. This corresponded to .CldS^RIS' anti-Eolshevist attitude. 

5) In collaboration with military ropres ..ntatives of Allied or 
neutral stares, closest alliance v/ith the anti-Fascist elements, with 
absolute hon-contact, hs far as possible, with any Fascist, organizations 
(phalange, Arrov/ Cross, Iron Gunra, Fascists, etc.). 

'6) Current instruction of these anti-rrascist personalities of 
aHjL ^ or heu jj::al ~hou Btries on the"^ctual military and political sisuation . 
of Gerihany, as a counterweight against the con sciously deceptive and 
colored, inf oration of the Wehrmachtfuehrungsstab, the Attache Abtei'lung, • 
and other official German . military and pol...tj,cel offices. 

Protection of these personalities ag'nnst JD, M sn. \p, and Foreign 
Office. , . 

7) Extensive alleviation of the hardships created by the brutalities 
of the Nazi 'Regime, as far as the possibility for this is given in the 
sphere of influence of the sect ion , 



I recognized in this secret commission fi'am 0 ..N.iRIS the possibility 
of making an active contribution toward freeing ' my home ..'JJSTRTA from the 
Nazi terror and from Prussian-German militarism, and from this moment 
I placed myself completely at the disposal of C. JvARIS and his circle. 



.rfter I had gathered in my section. and in the further area of my ■ 
sphere of activity confidantes and like-minded people, and in part v/ith 
their aid had removed from the section "activisit " Nazr-adborents hed 
officers v/ho were suspected as SD 'agents (like Reg. Rat(yrl}^ETZQLD.. 
RittmeisteifeplEdE^ H ntm.^'EJJJI^ Hntm. Dim-^% IP^]^ HPlmJ^ 







to XDe^ ■ 



)^an with the cou.uteractivity tSat iiact 



immediate homeland lay close to iiy iiustrian heart ■» i 
Batruated^^iFECHNERf the friend of im/' youth, with, the construction 
and the direction of a secret organization of similar tendency for 
Austria and the Southeast* 



From 1939 I initiated FECIiNER — alone among the . officers of this 
brganizat ioni— completely into ‘all plans* He alone knev; also .all jQoy 
collahorator.s and confidantes, so that in case of my death he would 
have been able to maintain the continuity of the counterhetivity* 

. and OSTER also knew this# 



Already in 194^ I informed FECHNER. of njy collaboration.- with the. 
group of "20 July", and gaije him the necessary in.stractions for himself# 
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■ . 

On the activity of the "Secret Organization and the,, 

successes attained in its count eractivity I am making a seperate 
report. 

An outline of the C-HiRIS Or^canization, supplemented by my 
cross-connexion to General OSTER and other persons* is attached to 
this report. ' 
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^GAWitelS. SECRST.' CffiaAKlZATION 



"part II 



' ' ^- ^Tho mea iiABg " co ix£ide retrial mission* (Part l), given 

to me pointed. out, to co.- 

operate 'in\sabGtagirig.,a: Gern^ It v/as the last, 

desx>erate' re^lt of his; efforts to. prevent this secbnd world' 
;tiar__.Q^rts which came from,h:i.s understanding of the aims and. 
mothoda of WT>rt:RR euid his^OT from his exact knowledge 

of :tho inentali^ of tbe rioigla^^/jterica world, and from his ; 
hlBftv the industrial arid armament 

potentialitibs of- these countries. 

.OMIURIS- had a'lread;^ begun in 1937 to malce exact notes of 
his officlaOji^activitiea, and . to .collect ail documents concerned , 
with the •dayeiopmont'.of the political and luili'tary-pOliticaJ 
situation in. Germany, in brdar, aS he often,, explained it to me. 

and.- others who felt the ■ sasie - way, to show sometime to the ffori^ ' 
and to ’. the- German people,, how this har vma mischievously lot ' • 
loose ,(v6m Zaune.gebncchah:)'^ a priminaliy dilottahte fashipn*: . . 
ahd-'With ( '?The world shouid v- 

knowihpw' guiity .vthese'.--p^ an often repeated sentahoo- , ■ 

>f' \ ■■ 

.This diary to whom he had special , 

T«'on;gM.ence ^co|^,ib^t^» 5 ®®^. to hay e fallen ’into - . 
the s <j5*^he Ghat^p ' (SD). 

. .CANft^IS was hanged, af ten,- horrible torture, on April 9, 

. 1%5* Through this, in my opinion:, the moot important witness" 
and: extensive sourc^ pf ^hempst material for the prodocutipn 
:Pf; r/ar - crimes:' have 'been lost • 

' ■ 'immodiateiy. after taking over Abwehr Abt,' II, i.e. in baTly 
1939.» .1... began '-to: organize.-^ the .counteract ivity, in accordance with 
the itfeanlng of the ■.-•confidontial mission'fl given me by .GANZiRIS.' 

.As. ah. |4ustri®^ i® bther words as on officer considered as 
saivage (Beute-offizior)-, Who'.had been pushed ahead of a whole 
: string of ■ much older off icers, most ing stomming from imperial,, ; 
irusS:ianr.Germaa cirPlas, I had to go to v/ork with the greatest 
of. ceire. , , - . 



. ]^. work made easier through the fact, that, at .that time 
the: Abwehr' was a collecting ppdl for all anti-Nazi forces. ' - ; 

Even though these :f orp®® beon enlarged mos tly through - 

4th^ .Rightist ' Gey h^. ;OppoS'ttiph, p fighting corps 

.(S^jraElhsliiirn^pcaiiafel^b^^^ Ybuth groups .etc. ) yot 

there’^wore: rei^eSen.'to of .liberal toBdencios. of . dll 

''reiigtqus beliefs, and/spiritual tendbneios, German Separatists 
and Atistrlahs'’ everywhere, .and even v/orking actively. 

7.. '.. Here: ^-iaist.:;poto difference betv/oen. the 

dovplppnxh'.V:, off icor and.’ that of the . 

Gestapo or' the' QD offipial, , 




X SEC5RET 



Wh^e tho Abwohr.^^o^^ through his belonging to the ; ’ 

ariny, 'was sep:^ the prArty» ou't off froffi Nazi ideology^ ' v 

and proteotect th(^V pi’odf 'Qt ospecially strong and fanaticai 

National Sopi^^ was a self -understood' condition ,t6 

becomi-ng an- SP'. or 'Gestapo of They (the' Gestapo and Sp), 

wore' spocifically National Socialist Orders^ ' 

The Atiwehr.afficor might bo a National Socialist also* 
GfOta pn and and v/ero the uninhibited ' 

:£mdyuh^hinkii^.;ebceGutp^ secret orders, which woie' 

signed with the- 'nniafla H TWMTTtl W,' 'TOVTlRTnH ^nd KilII^I!I^BRUNNER♦ ■ 

V. predpcessarr.Obs'tlt* d. G., GROSSICURTH, a true Pnissiaii, 
whoyhoweTer'V as. the son of a l^ihrd-presSod Protestant olergjaaah* 
was strCngly lagainst the HITLER 'systoiii and trusted friend^ of 
QkNiiRIS, as well as. a friend.’of 09TER, at that tiiSe Oberst,^' ■ 
handod’ on^to. uie.'his -e^utantr and his - . 

' Secretai^,; whom he considered absolutely, trust- 
worthy, ■ ■■ ^ ‘ ' . ■ ^ . , ’ ' ' ' ' 

After the separation', of FIEDIER from the ’ Abte ilung (mid -1939' 
I appPinted. jCaptain (in the .Resorye), 'ivBSH.'GENf who had been 
re commeMed to n» by. FIEDLER and OSTER, ^as ny ad jutant and as 
leader of the difecting (Chef) group, \ 



ARSH/vGEN and ny socrotary. VOIGT were my, and my successor I.. 
Obstlt^ffTtEYT/LG raw T:rmT^T^wrR^EW's .most^rosponsiblo colleagues in. 
the Abtbfiung ^ln'^^B^Tint^ “ 

ABSHAGIN' was imprisoned by the Gestapo for 6' months afteir 
the^^S gth 3Uly ,r^Ait»^ Af ter his reHease he was expelled from the,. 



eomy,: 

' , ' For Austria, and for the Southeast I got my old childhood 

ftiehd:. Major 'irecpNER'' (cf, P^^ and placed him in As t 

Vienna .(Neady;xGeneral Comit M^ 

i; had: intended' ^^HNER as a 'supporting figure and lat.er as , 
leader of .the ^secret organisation planned f or Austria and the' 
Southeast.. . . . .L 

FECHNER.. to for 'many years, been an official of the Austrian 
militaiy orgfflQisation^cailed the "Wehrbund* w/hich was directed 
against .the Nazis, / 

. Because of thev tPrfihl©, ' persecutions which he and his parents 
had been -subjected to,, he- put himB elf with fanatical zeal to the 
tasks assigned to him. 



' under his direction, ; in fact, the existing organisation .In the . 
Southbaat received the greatest impetus and . obtained the best 

befJtingv^P •oi; the Breindenburg Regiment in 1940V : 
ttejom (on' the Suggest ionof a‘HE*RIS arid OSTER ) 

aTsaSn ialiop -Coiim^ in - thi s ou tfit » 
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about' whtifefr;^ igradua^lly thbugli not altogother, inf onue;d;* ‘' ’ ■’'. 

■V>, t of teis secrpt organisatiqn inontipned so/; ; 

far ccmaminic ated-, witb^^ 7711036 ruliriea: .1 • 

howeTer/ were^ oniy ;..part ly knom and y/liOia X can only par-l^ 

;renieuibsr« "y I ■ ' 

' Along, with the ap<3ui^ ition. of anti-Fasciat forobs went the 
purging , of th©' Abteiluhg .o^ "SD informers*., 

^hat./.cbuid ../ohly be ,aci^ whbm' I 

-oatrusted'' ' p eraoi^el" a^ of the Abtoilung* carried ; 

’.■/but^^^'ih;." -ta’a^^flth great cleverness and' with characteristic'' 



Duidng;.^ time as "Koi:tmandb leader 1939 “i 943 ibe foliowing 
off icers •WBre,. in/ aocbfdeaipe with this policy separated from the , 

Abte.ilw’3^J-:•■.^'>/^^/^^ V .. ./.•,■■.■ 

Cap.tb;i)r,^^ '. 4ti',Er-0f fiber of long-'standiiig, 7| :Some7i;^ 

/cohfusbdV-. ybiy' hctiyl's^ old SbuthTrest ;!frican> ' ' 

who -hlready/'dufing. the firs T.'ar' had' been in 'English' captivity. 

No Nazi. Most recehtly\77a3/ leader of the Arab legion in Tunis, oad 
Tfas tafcen'priaohef: by hither the 'English or i/meficans, 

.litejbr .{now. General): .B^iRTii '/An old E-0 , 

limited and bbstlhate Nazi. ' ; ’ 

■Reg.*. Rat. DrV PM Was auape.cted of ac-tlhg '; 

for' the SD../’:- 

^ /Rit'fei'. .m^IES. but a convinced , 

_^ahd /Ta'natihal/Elazi.''^^^ for' the ,SD» , " _ ' /, ■ ■ i j 

. Kiltied.7 Foriaer .huatr'ian . 

:offi<^^j.;l|ktegaiK/f&i^^ r/as proud of his dynapiitihg.',; 

bpenatlbn.g ■: ih/^ from the AbT/ehr . even before 

the Erbnoh/campaig , 

■ Cap.’tein'^^^ Activist'', pver-beariig' Jhrussi^ 

. Was. . removed, by^ 1940 ) but. 'turhed UP ia ter in ,4bW: .;Xli 

/in /Afriha'.' 4aat ' ih' .Tuhis ,'^^^ . '.. 

,. / Officer. SUdent.enA3ermau,. .,- 

SD type. Tbok'-part'-d'n habgihgs "an Of the Russian . * 

civiltah..pdpuiatioh in, the' East ,( interrogation motliods, of the 'SD) . 
not 'bylOider .pf-'the iniEitaiy present. Is a War. 

Criminal. /■.■'-■•■ / ' :.....' 

" ambitious Nazi. Was in the . / 

• Ab t e iEnig^ ,i:9i^>^? ) ■ as : Grbu p : Lead er in the West f . Was . 

■' 'tran3f6rred''/tp';ah/.Abwi';X^.'K^b/ih^^ ' 

ivBSlEiGER shhuld' .'be^ about other poople,. ■whom' I;; can- ., 

. no.jlonger' rom^DQb.erv '■" ,'.f ' -. ’• ' ' ■ '■ 
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SECRET 



.to 

A 



- 



Qenera 




My deputy 

ac€ iye in., th6 i.l3Vre]ir: f 5r 13' years . 
(Typical' Berlin philiat ine ■) . / 






grft_uTzE ■■ ' ' : ' 

6 !i!^E (Group leader East) had been 
H«. is a born Pinassian. i,' 



I could use hini only .vuth. limi- 
tatipns , -an eVen then .only' withthe greatest 081*6. At. tlniee 
he was a heayy drawback for me, .3T0LZE uas a moderate. Nazi, 
with lines, out to ■Prussian reactionaries. 

■ Withib the .jyirrow limits of his Prussian iiientality he 
intrigued against me as the Austrian' v?ho had been advanced 
ahead of him., ' • • " ’ ' • 

FRIErrAGrIX®INGH07EN at.'Dy suggestion, got rid of him 
imiiediately when he. came into his Kommando (middle of 1943)« 

General iiG, PRLYTAGALORINdHaV'El'T (.he shot himself on the 
26 July, 1944)., boforb being 'arrested by the GD, to whoia I 
handed oyer the’ "Secret -Organisationw , after giving him f'Ull 
instructions, in complete ^detail, continued this policy of. 



purging the Abteilung-afterQmy departure for 'the. front ' 




_ ihg ' my tiai'e Becrbcdter of 'Abt II in the 

KO Spain,' who turned out to bo a fanatical sp man under' .SKORZENy 
was, imfortunately, not' recognized and rema/od in tirKj, 

described in the fore- 
going, .the basis 'vret.a given 'for the realisation of the principle 
of opassive leadership* ordered by GiJSiRIS, u.nder a pretense 
of the greatest apparent activity. ' - 

-• 'While' for ' mb V '.the pa s^^b^ direction was. made easy by the 
personnel/ policy, dntere^^ and surely 'therefor^', 

.khowxngly hold to by my Ab.teilurig, the apparent activity could 
be supported cspeciaily 'by the success reports' (vra*itten 'by 
.'^SHAGEN) which were^ edited' and arranged, accordingly. ■ 

The personnel policy of CilN:.RlS was usable for his : ' ' . ' 

secret plans. 

His dinoctipns to me in this connection v;ere as, followsj 

fjatirNazi sentiments v/ere to come before Spocialist 
qualifications . The younger , Intel! igont dnd technical ly.*^ 
qualified people 'wore , to be taken and placed in JLeading' positions 
only when' they could be used . for our purposes , By and large,, 
the old-, , experienced •( ^tho,. good old Santa Clauses" as he: .'oxjjressed 
it) .should be, retained -and allowed to continue their work. A few 
TNu gia shou jLUaa'Ugg ^ as c oyer emd protection .against -the RSH/i, 

, I went vory, 'far in the pa^ direction of my Abte living • 
This was strongly, criticlsod Iby the Nazis and .other more 
actice ele^nts in tlje Abteiluing, . . 

^)b3tlt BECilNEa , ny repfeson'tative in the Secret Organized , . 

, tion ih: the Abteiixing -can tclL you more -abtiivt' this. 



SEC3RET 






':$id£m 



■;i was achieved' ,. ■ , 

:'■■■• ■ ’e%5oa^liy.'^liTOu^ ..repcct's'’ •.'' '• ■■ ■• '■,' ^..', .■'; 

' ,' ,; ■■ any . o'the^^■.^■■ ■,' ' ■ . 

\ »' • ahi'aoen, throughv;-. '■ ,■• 

:eo.d, .ial'sif i^tiiiofe,.:;^ 

■'■ ■ ,;se;Jf rd e copt ion ; and:' ovbr-weanii^- ' .-•■t ;■■ . ! : 

- • sei'f-cQnfide©^ the oovyiteractiy0y/‘co0t'.'.t^'^^^ 

-iegkst ' eftorj of ’ a^l> ' 



.T-O giye_Mg^ riViri-yi vhoro muat 'be •. 

_ iE©i^d'^ne'd'*'®^^isrb ( 3 - 500,000 tons’) reported to ' 

\ thP'^ehp^Phtfuohi^^ urgent donaiid, on ship’ 

. .sabpt'age and the Moditorranonn; This ijiinoiisely 
- . e^orbd Havyv^^■■W^ ^dDdeod, saw through the deceptions, but 
. 5drow"!!^t'he1\7rdhg :'cp’nP^^ motive .'rhich inspired ,thom» . 

'. ^tithermpro,' ;the^^ o:° ,the. .*bteilung , who;^hiad ' , ■ 

. / been-.; placed'^ lit./^riluTjiS '’*^3 woll-'k'nown in'the.- 
. ^ ipii'’emd;:.the’’iib)te;i;i\i'hg:';fOT^ and .for' .his- 

aidbitip'ns'quiiO 'pthp^ career in sabotage s 

( faithfuX-,Vgb:cdo:pbt^^ a/ latrine outlook! " to guptd 

GiilliRiS, who; reconTO best qualified for ;; 

carrying out this task). . ' , ' , 

X-c.oane- now to a\d'escriptioh; o'f the actual ■countoraotivity.- 
It. meant :;neglectlng ehterp.ris.es which, had t e^en ordered., -and the,.; . . 

- non-rexOCptiph of: any order S' whiGh’i atrocities.:, Finaldyi.,:-. 

. ali .fOnns of,’ sabotage. Of the war effort-, ' ' ' : . ; 

' 'SfjeRU ]TOH0?3r ' . , ‘ , . :. , . 

■•■'. '‘jir? Icaief s'iip' ;'of ; the'. Komhand^^^ 

' Ohi-ef •>' • General. HCg^CIr’ y arrested 20i7i4!t.) 

'" . .ehgag^^. : in- what to' 5 &twaa’\^ pcln,rcax activity v/ith .. 

.' Bretoh»:;,iXiaation .'and-Bas^que orgahisations , who were friendly 'to . 

the Nazis. ■ ’ •' • •> , . r'i .’..;": -• ■ ■ . ^ "-.■ 

'v: / ^ ••■wh'p';'was^dldse S3 (he was ,f ofmehly a ; : . 

, JPplicerp.fficpir)* ■ phd ..cejpe 'from: Stu^^ as a; 

•resul.t,tpf ybiSi. close. vcOim^ Deutsches: AuslandS*’ ■ ; 

■ insti^tid-nv that' c^^^ <*ivlin6rities politids« 

into. 'the ikb'we.hr. . , •: ' 

shortly after, vards, with 

- Freiter^ 26 ^^^^®S©TEIH^ a richly supor-aimuated officer of 
the AbteTKng^^i!^^ blear irst ructions to cut d'Own the 

^ persoimel.,0f -Abt. lit II activity in -France,, and; 

: limt hiiSplf to the military tasks (sabotage agains-fc' England'). . 

'' '..i.,'. ..' So far pil. I-'kaicw^BJ^pSTI^ only one . agent in England,' 

■ 7(Entorpf iso .?^^ibs,oheni» ); .duritig - the ■ v.iiole p ,'i p ..'.d of his staj^ in; 

■ Paris,.. The. ^etuImed:-via^ Portugal. I believed him -to be a ' 
double, a^nt 'fdc %h'e'?Iligliah ^intelligence .Sei'vice. . . 
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. S. y’‘ \ ' ^ 

■' ' /*' ^ ' 

; V;' .1 '.-.v' ‘ 'y'v'')-'* 

v\>! '‘1 ' >*'•' ^ V” V * '.V S>: ”/ ■’ ■■' 

v:..: " ,4:i> . 7 /; :': • ‘ >v : /' 






, t 



y 



■ V .:;^CR:Er 



ii';'.‘,‘- v'>l> 'f‘ '■■ 



' .' ■■■' ■- .y?-V'>yy’ 

G^i^n^MHtary^^ ' " •■';;■;■ 

f» nnimnriil; vri thn’ Oiie day-f-the exa.ct pne-.'.is 

-noted In my « .un foi^unat'eiy » secret notes ("Raritaeten - 

from IGETTEL to arrange ;foy. 

; tlie. .. jetr>ye^ ¥>>Yff/2wp though my iA te ilung . , ', 



■<■ 'i-i-rr - .■ 



; ; : '^ ■: S-inoe : f orvyard by v/pre' upavailingf. 

we (C2J!I^3iS>a^ moment undecided that this 

prder^-at>out- which the^ o of the i^bt P3^iCENBR0(^''a^ 

BENTIV^NI also. Igaewi-wopld not,. Only . .not : be transmitted •.ah-y • , : ■ J 
furthOr »■ but, -..also ,t it be 'carried out. . 

i Whether 'this order .•■sprang fro^^ head. of. HITLER,, or. was 

■ SU^eated to ;him.b;^ .thS'Weto I no longer, .know, 

I be tie ve the ifirst. ■ 

; Deeply.-angferedV I talked ^tth many- people V/Uo folt the .same, '. 

■ way about ■,.it,,-^OYeh with officers outs ids-- of oir circle, about ; 

- this, attempit pf KEITEL to drag 'the, Abw L'o'c IX into the methods J> 
of ■tite.' ;S!D,lahd to;- fdrOe'.'m;^ joh- v/as' fighting,' 

to be.coiae - troaoherouSv assiBsihs ^ .' ..'; ■■ 

.. iCL'daffliS calmed^ aad ICSITLL later, ; :by: teliihg, '.. 

hini that. eTery,thingvyhad';be.©n:-^^ him, ?/lth the purpose 

bringing ' the- IXFder '^ conclusion. ' " ,. 



•' :T,hG-dluring'- flight /of the General’s InteriimSnt' -, 

baEjp'at ,Eoe'nigsteiij"aadt the'' a'c ilrciumstances >of this ■ 

flight : .put. HITliR intb. .a iraging fury , /; He , and probably a'iso the- 
WebmaphtfUeh^ ;Suspectod' ,that GIRi.UD iftust be ,ai'. 

impQrtdhtjPdiitiPaLp^^^ him the mad ■who would 

pfepard/fppra in yichyrltanoe, .which; at ^ 

■ tha.t tdiik^ trhh • ''/■ ."/ 

his in the case- of 'WTS'GAND i KEIT’SL Ordered CLNiJ^ IS to '' 
eliminate GIRLtlD by having him murdered by Abt II. 

The date of this order is also in ciy secret notes. It was 
pix)bably, about 6-8 weeks after GIRiillD's flight to North Africa. 

The refusal to execute 'this order INcev/ise, and the preven- 
tion of 'its transiflittal . to the SD 'was one of the most difficult ■ 
and dSingerous -tasks of 'the active counteract ivity. ' , 

ln'.:di,siinction fr'oin th^^ of WEYOTiND, this time "L had to 

-✓■id c . ■' • • • • r-^.' . ’ -y j . ••■.■‘i . *■ 



day- (it'h;p|f6^a',ih^.m,"'fY. secret notes) KEITEJ. 'a^ed’‘'nk>. mps't 
•urgently '^t the .t.ime) for- everything' ?fo ha3; 

■-piidiffied/oii'. ■tee/;^‘fflS^^jUt>^S'^i3a^ /(.^ITSL ''s; - coyer namsyfpr^ ■ 

:bepaUae'^^i''12iT]^^'kad''.he'dh^'ishaiply attacked 



'■S.EdRET'./ 






-d-' ■ 

■ V^'l' ■ 



v'v'.; • '‘‘""''vs/' ^ 






- ; . '^' f- • /. -■ ••' iv, 

• ^ V--.V ■■ . '• 1 V.V , 

-■ ' ■“. .■'-.■'• -S' ■>■•■■! >;, 

'. . ' ..,• V ':• ; . :v '.y \'t. /«•'!; V- 

. / , > ■' s'/r f V * 

' S ' si» Y- ' 




V ~ • - d eipaLrid / 

'Ou$ ’this ? s s a a a in at i on ' 'or d e r . ■; 






- , / Jv ( ’ . 

s .' ■»') i':' .•‘.i* V' *'is-'^\ • 



■ / V ■ ■■ ! • 






ae'-bas,- he; appo^reffva '’ ,'^' Vj/ •■?' ' 

. ; iirid' f oil hd ' c?ut - they V ! ’V; , ,• . -■ ;• ‘^ ';,, ■ ■; y;'yV 



Aht, rix '■"'' '•’yv'yVr' 
the "fight agh^at'. • ,'-. •'• -O' 

V<liiVv^!3-t:lSahget6,^^^^ of thib -chrbnoipg^.^/ :th.e . u, ' ' ^ 

.,/’€':^er^r.HBXDRiI(5HlW'i^^^ '- -/■■‘■Vv:/- ' 



r' /• 

. ^ -'v 



/ V. ' 



;.dspQ eialiy‘;:.th^^ atiijidtieair,^^^ -■' - 

• to 'nient ioh •" the Uhder- , ‘. 

- ' t eking- ''toy a]^hody^f|^et\ey in Paria)V'-- 

with -that . ^IPEL.,^ aatiafied-- HITL5H 'too,t'.. 

apparently.-. . ;Wi trieases cpuntoraot'ivffcy» y/hich waq 

p hased' dn ' theV.pd?eiy ;iA^®l?®dtu^^ of Qi».NlRlS dver \ 

. 'zi:iTEL-0;*p>;*hB3idea ^ ' ' 

■^.dmiraay ^^^|i;iin ;:R jti^ ^ho' h at the dinner which I ■' 

•have pr 6 ’’"i 9 ti:^ d^er'l'bed't' weld as the /ist-Leiter of reriSf. . 

;.: ?b^»t wmomt;. ;. - , ; , - ;,. v;: :;y 

^ k-'v v‘‘.r'> •■ , y •' ■ ■ ’; * •• • • '. > • :•' ■>. ■; 

• • ' •; •• . ,->•'■ • ■-■■••■ ■*•.-> i,,.V '■••'•/■ ^ ^ ' .'■ ’ ■ • ' • ■ .w •' 

/ .• ,<,•'/• ■ • ■;:' ■;•.■■ •.,■ ‘./. '■■'••■ - \ , - , ■ ^ y‘\-. 

J^'^'^V■'••••r••v^■^^^ ■ /.■ " ■ • •-•■ ' •■ Y'\ ; : - ~ 

■'—-■■■/ ^ t- -y/'- -h\- - •■■ / -V .t .■ , . ^ •; , -I I ... . -....V V 

_, '.• ,,'ir ^. /• V••'^ ;*"•*' ‘ • i ' ’ •* • >,' '‘< • '‘y- i. ' ..yiv-vy 



•v-.t '1, ■ '• •‘j •: ■ ■•■ ■ . *' •.' ' • •■* , • '-. . 1 . i ,s ■■.'•'/), 'v i‘ ' 7' ‘ t t.l’V' *7’’ ' • * 

v'^''r ^ ■V-;-',.v''y:.ri.';-;:h ,• , . "■> y‘ '• -'h.'/ ',7 >y..F'- -7y:^"”7.b7'-iv 
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aneral: 



■ Oi:,herg-;'whQ_]^e^ tb^ maitier' GIH/JJD vmyQ , 

'jSt.aff-j . I . rwy Group West ' in Paria):, - 

iwi'tli- vhcm,; 





>ZE 

ond/fiinbiasl^ 



, -t'KjlN in add it ion',' thatv esteattied'. r 

'GIRniil) .far ti^b'iMg^y a good soldier, but an 'equally 
’bad' .polit-ician, . ■ , 

, R&HN deriyed: his iE^sression'. of 'GIRi*UD supposedl y from: having ■ 
;been:^ .difcuasiqns held v/ith GJRilUD in the Gennah-^^^ ■ 

' Oocupied .these disbussiohs./ v 

wan to persuade G Tipn t^^ return voluntarily to prisbni' in. bider . 
to ; eiiiiidt^ re|>j?es siye 'measure s ' ( t he ces sat ion . of , thb ; eafchahge, 

, of Frehchrpriscnafa whibh y/ere the result of GliblDD'h . ; 

■flight, .and' woro,daraagihg? ^ancp-Kleri'nan relations . quite badly, • . ■'. 

"■When learned: ',that..)<lllid^ had not been immediately ' 

t 1 ^ fi g '9 f ^ fthtTTih< .ht, representatives, he, . ; , ’ ; - 

■.;e3iii^odie|!^:1^^ especially .against 

oidel::''b?ff'ieera>;- :yhb'.';h^^^^^^ :meaning of the.- . 

Na'tiqnal 'Sbbtailist' Bevb!^^^ !and who clung to out-v/om idea's 
of justioe . • ' ; ' '. , 

;i«jN-E2EqOTlON':,6E a'l^OTlGE 'AG-AINSr TPl- . 

; 'I;.;'- V . 

•Bef9re..htfid:;Gei3adhd';:iiarti^^^ France;, ./conc^.rn..,,.^ 

over 'the 'behaviour -of .-the French Fleet, which lay in and before 
Toulbh, .played a :.iarge-';^ the prebaiatorj’' measures. of thq > ..- 

WehisQachtfuehrungstab, It v/as feared that the ships would slip . 
away (by night) to African ports. ' 



^ r 








KEITEL, in the presence of CAlliRXS, had given me ord.ers to 
sabotage the ships in the. harbor i and those nearby, at. least to 
such an extent (throtigh technical saDotage), that for a certato ' . ' 

period (X believe 12 . or 24 hours, y/ere demanded) no ship could 
escape.. ' - . - ■ .. 

' . . After. CANU^ISi; .in i^ITE^ had urged me to act . . 

'USB> dt enehg etj;^^ end he reioarked '.laconically^. 

, «Na-^^l3y''^ '.ishialir^^'i^th » -And thus it happened.,- t .>■ • • .V' . . ; i; 

■'- 'Aen'.' jshoftiy commanded me ' to cane, to - 

■ hlmV\ tb. ipf c»nn him bf Vwh.a1;>;m^^^ had been taken, I brought' . ' . 

', ■w'itb-.'me:;.a‘'pEo'tod':w in great, haste, of the first - ' ' , 

; results vbf' .rbcb qf the ships .etc". ) The : 

sketch was pure imggimt ’’ . ’ ..■ .. 

. ../' \ : A jbr ;A6 A Navy spe ci alia t in the ^bt., .lOptlt. . 

FiiTJzA (desb 1 ^|be^ pf evi are expert ■ on' the sub ject of ; ; , 

"Sabotage ih TAdoh^t - - '/ 







• / . t'!*; • X i;^V;S^«S55Cjp^^ jrsm'-^pammRyi!^:: ■■' ; ■ 

>. 'v' VA-'.rvr*-''- ' 'V . •- 



' , , aid; 

■• ■ W0inan;eveii''aft6r.'thi3*^ ;_ -' 

■' ■■ ■ <:■ - ■■■:'• ■■' ■ ' 

. •S''55i^V«^?i’-:ftv+}fri^hAjO',ai^ "RTTTWT* had wonjj • Via Ttai-o 



'f. 



hM bean .';' :;. '! 

• '. '.. .'■ the .Viclayr. ■.;•..;- ■■■■ '■ ■ ■■.!>■ -- 'j.: 

^P^encbi’^bnssyV.r^^s^^^^ Gariman ..‘.bwehr s'ervice ,. 

^'^.,(^»,b■wat^:::-.pff.i■ce^;,;:B^^^ to bo a .cpniPiT; V’- '■ ', ..^ -, 

• ■ d'ant 9 pf ' tbe Service. ' :', 

;. , -Since ;tM,^ f^pib^,i-,.^hinh::b’eca^\kn'o'i/7n to me. officially a^ 

■' . ; this -td^V.-co^ci^^^ pe'rscmi;pba~3ryation‘“tJiat ■ bHp:' .'.'’V / 

;. ' wah a ■J^t^■(^411;±:s.ta^^^^ 4ustriah' and. a.n epeny of ^ 

Naz'is ira^d.iat'oly/.fe);’^^ ' ' ■ 

*-• ■ "' i' -" ^ ""■""'''Av ' F ' '• '' ,... . . '-• ' • ■' - \ ! ‘-V V’'r 



i, •■■5,:. ■>.>., 7..- 



i -;..^v-V'.?,v.?;V-7.! 
.,:;.^';..''«;.f3S.*.’ 



‘'cthe-. danger.; aha';:')' v ":i.:.- 
•wat ched and her t'eloph^^..;' . - 



." ■ r^p^V'hai!^ •w'atched and hor teipph^e., 

-. ■ ■ convOT^t^i^a-.^r^a’bi^.j^ warned . her w^ithy precise: 

all, peopie: au'spedt.od^^^^^ 

■ ■ y.;.v;ffjK!p®7;c:Qht^^^ andiater 



'«. ■ /' ' ■.>< • i V ; \ 



s-reai - ^ a ituai>iQn ^ in Germany aM , , ^ 

' ini ypifilthg y Q ' 'h^; .whi'^..‘;y 

yas-rof^mCeEaat^fOjfeij&s^ movameht i^ '' • ■ 









... ^. 7 4%#- :iii;vCdnse.(^ayce 7 situation the danger - 

to :FECI!I® i^d anti-Nazis' becaine more 

and mDrehmena'h-ingjy ahe^^ a^ain.and again to be: . 






baclie^ 












* ' ■ 4 



was-an .old>7ab ■>?.-;A,;.v-i.v,:-Vi--.^ 

a" ini France ( 1936 )., ^ Ip ' -'/y'. ■•!'"''■ 
hixii directly »■ .'in :co^.er7y-,''v.7;'7 



y'v. N, 'L ^ y' 



• '7 7^-^. ; ,. v-** .- y w u .j . ' f. .. . ■ V ■; /. , ;,.■; /I'vi ;•.,«/ ,;. 

: nbihasx;iOTi .7 i 

37’^esi£ibi®|^id^Sid^^ him dhdire^lj;' at' 'tfi^ 

■'•■ • •-•' ■ 7:7 •7-. : ■■ . . ■■, V -'■■7'7 ,7>'" , ' 


















%.• -f! *. ■ s.- • 

• ' • -. • '• •. M • / 1:.'- .’• • *'’• •••••:••• - • ** r; *: = 







arpang^ing ;f 6i: ''±a^ • ' 

. ; ■ ^,es.capo.:^aI^p^^> 9 ^^po^^fe soldiers from Germatai : ■• - 

' priaoiiai'tofA^^ orders of the . French Military - . ,' 

,L;tJache;.^-'';^'e''’^^^ help f oj^Fra^ioH 

, ■ war: Vri:S<me^>,--ra^'^ d ist inotly ^o3 ^^S^/:^hplhi? - . 



: Lienz ■ and - their iH^eil ^ ■ 

■ '.: ' ,C0J^^pona^cp^;^K :me, '.. . • - ^ ;.; ' 

■•. lift I v-as toH' hy.'the, I).eparW 

.'■_ ' ’, : - . ;• kxrj ' m^re ■ ha ho ' ■/: • • . 

• '-violent }(|e''G4uitisfe lia jor :;i£SHh.GMV/W^^ ' 

,v; '. on.aiy/ oft^huhad’^^^Fj^rsoh^lvcbxitact wi offipersY- , 

-, , 4dnir;al-;4gKM^-‘^^ cpini^xipns - 'V. ' 

he j ;t;%?do:tail-si ' ■•• ■ ,'.• ’■> r'JJMi 



Vv 



t'-j-i - .-n 



- / me „ that a 

.' •> ',: ;,;Pv^ap§Bt - ;hi'o^h>^%nu’’ th^t on ; 

, parirh^ti^. t^ 

1 ' Vi>i^aH'isat^-6h'''jraaV’c'3(b^^ vvj 

■•■ .■; : '■■■•; ■/ • . ■ • :V: ■ >-t> ■;•..••■. 'c ■ r'-V-; vX- ' ■ ■.:^. : ' ; 

y py, :;x:' 1. - 

.'. "': . ivty apD^e'ii^^' ^ir -i,ttaohh^ in Berlin, (so far 

•■ aa -lyi^ Tqeiff i h hr 'Command, (though' it '' ■ . ,.. ,■ ■'■■ 






t ‘>3 a' ■ ? 
'' . 






. v\;- 






.y * ■< 




■ 'T7e.re.' liebeigsarjr 

howeyori ’’GuN:^!^ htoo^Xf-v V" 
IIVap1?toa.' ' 

• by-th^ U$^cl 









. ^ ':':r 

. . •'- V'-‘.‘ ■ .',, '■■*■•*. ‘.■'’X' .'■' yX' “Srh-j :~C y’i,>'^ *'-''yj^*';-'i>hj;-...^ I'/- . .'. ’ '. ‘ ^ . . .. (-•:«.:■••'• ■'..>•• r..' ■: •; .,.• ■■v.^ '■ ,V'"'^’'j-'‘'-“ 'v'--' ' 
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< 31 * else jj^osslble because of, ian alleged shortage,, of materia;!# 
But; the' Y:.i©i^^ specially in hindering or 

e,-e% dLbast. 'l-:^ i t.i-rig ^ b.e exe c .uti on "Oi' corarohuds given by the J*ir 
-■^.P9rc©ri%‘;Th KINOj of such oh under talc ing'-’' 

whieh''T/aS cbnpietely prevented has already been , 

;-fYliy; dbs.cribed rin' anotheiv pl^ Tuc. other e:r.arr^~lea of suehr 
r counjtei^brk are •degcribed . in the , folic V ing,, , 

THii: DU ’ENSiSS OS' ~ 



This, was an organiaution, connect> d 'vith the Vieiiia II 
group, wb^ae.ainx was' to carry out only cciupletely passi.ye 
defense against' sabbtagej. arid ' which hac installed and naintalned 
under' coyer soldiers 'in all the Danube ports, and on all the 
river ships. , ,igaih 'and .again attempts ;vere roade to oaks of 
this ' organisation,' which was fairly at: ong and knew the country 
V/ell^ aif a'ctiye,- sabotage group. - How cve r, despite orders, and 
in spitje of the fact, that it .would have been perfectly feasible,.; . 

- they; neyer-underto.ok ;one real 'sabotage i-saion. from the, • 
.beginning isf 'the whr Piitil ' they were te can over peoause of. tlieir- 
ihactiyity .by Jagdyerbaen^ in 1U'.5. The leader bf„.,Jdiis-l 

organisation. . 'K'orv. 'TCap it^n vs^fellg. an_l^trian; was abaolye d 
of a charge of' a^perStg^^re^onaa^ ^an aih/pCHVLlRgpWSt9 y*S3r*"^»i^ 
•i^i^trian, .w as a j?3?bgted in ■' Brmania^ aVd; he t iiua^T^TT^c^itulat ioir 
. oyaghat 'c emSliaxerlinvestigatad for the same reasoh. 



■ ■ . , CQOPIHiiTION.-l^^^ , . __1- . 

: ' ..•'■■Ths.....Yieiina;.Group was able.'to activities in, ■ 

I. the. plains Cooperation, which 'u ad been ordered, v/ith 
.;the,'OrgaiiiSation bf 'Dto Nationals was caiTied out mostly . 

■..'by Y'ieims in tbe- early' days :of the war . The leader in that area 
•of' the .combined organisation, Oberstj^W^a former K.u.k. officer 
of pkralh.ian origin,' Yas an'' old sckool friend of mine and FECHWilR. 
Thus there existed a relationship of mutual confidence from the 
first.. The unexampled unjust and unfair attitude taken by the 
responsible Nazi post© towards the Ulcrainians had soon provoked 
■a strained atmosphere, passive resistance and finally direct 
onmity, which at th© end of the. war showed' itself clearly in 
the ,attl:^de of thb 'Dlq^ainian Re'volut ionary JlrxDy (I3PA)« The 
buildingpU^^^ :the in'to ' hpecial fighting!' • 
.grpupav wh^^ wag oj^ered' ^ by th© OK'd, was indeed, . so v' 

f ar ' a'b .:.app:e^©h<»s Y©re put by the Yienna- post.' 

y.in grand gtylej a few himdrad; . Ukrainians' were actually made ready, 
training camps were '.b.uiit^ and 'great activity was apparently 
_deyelbped. The dp^ai mission, ;hpwever, both against Poland in 

dragged out interminably and 
• thereby. \prbyented in; pnget^ cases the format long set... 

bpV 'byiqitbe Y:.iehpg'’'pb^ i^ to ' thg,. operations. : 

.^grea: :^.:'^^;^;^^, but ' in'';eaoh case , of th&tf ^ • 

Jbe^tpi‘8ri:lyiiyv longer, any fighting taking ; 

'."'piUabe^'-V'iThe?^ soon f.ound-to be uijele'sg* 

afterwards di'sgpiyg^#'!.^.' 

. the f r iendsh ip, pact with Rugsia, . v^'i <Sb 
' ooi^rpii^i^ ; prbgiseg made ; earlier to the ukrginiang, ' the • ■ 

■ . pwrppae- fbY whi^ wor© set up, > was ren4ered'; totally 
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Y^^nna^grtaiip . cbiitimied to maintain contact with 
tho ODW* even' after its leader was arrested and the organisation 
was diesblTed* and oven tried to mitigate the , sentences of the 
arrested onedt as well as those of the lessor ^members of the 
organisation, to the best of its ability* Ruthlossljr and 
successfully, it internened dspodially ibr tb.o leader, Oberst 
JARTv who was also imprisoned in Vienna, and on behalf of his 
wife who was persecuted because of her non-Aryan background. 

The Vienna group also had active conno::ions with the Vienna 
Resistance movement, as well as the most variegated opposition 
groups, and supported these in every possible way» 



In time, the extensive and very, active counteractivity 
carried out by the Vienna, group, which was also numoricalljr 
(Wite strong, led tc the cropping up of ce.rtain suspicions, 
which evftn^dev61^>e d_ into swstual^reports about what v/as going 
on at the post. 



Captain RECNHiRDT reported to the Army Group South" that 
the long drawn put process for delivering material, especially 
transmitters, had meant abandoning the operation which had been 
fully prepared otherwise . > r, . 

_ _ 

An ^berlt4^QB3t> g~~member of the SS, reported this directly 
to SKCEZENI without going through channels* The most serious 
menace, however, came from a report of Lt. von ME30V. 

THE CASE OF LIEUT . VOl/ 113307^ K E 



Luring an operation against the Pe.,rtisan groups in Slovenia 
the GermanA captured ‘ sane coded documents. The Nazi university 
instructor, /L^K2^Jggj.'7;ho was in Slovenia as a soldier in thP 
service' of tHeAbwehr, successfully doc ip'uefed the documents* ' 
and it appeared that they contained, v/ith ndmed and addresses, 
statements about the connexions with Vienna, through which the 
Partisans received their stroxigest reinforcement. The documents 
also contained the dames, of the people close tb the Vierma 
~Oftes dstanoa j;>bv who wore living in Vienna, and v/ere helping 

the partisans,, as well' as the addresses of members of foreign , 
intelligence services, who likewise were connectsdjffith thlts ^ 
movement* ME30V appeared ip Vienna with an aide and Ur. 
and demanded of FECHNER, by reason of the great significance of 
these capt\ired documents, that rooms should be made available in 
order to carry on i^irther aotiod. FECHNER recognised the 
extraordinarily menacing danger, to the Resistance movonent tob, 
and oitlered MESOV and his coropanions to start back immediately, 
the same day, directly for Slovenia. He based his order on the 
lack of authority of the Abwehr to, undertake such inveAtigations*. 
MESOV obeyed the order, went however directly to Agram, and gave 
an offiPial report there to the Army Group F on the conduct of 
FEGHNIR, adding, moreover, his personal complaints against him 
because of the brusque way in which ho had been' sent back* The 
Ic of the Army Group F, g^;erst;^i;2j*,v2B, well-known 

Nazij took the report, a^ directed a^peifs^onal letter to the 
RSHA, demanding urgently preparations for an investigation 'bf 
FEGHNER* The investigation was thereupon actually started* was 
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drawn out andleasiy, however, because of various understandings, 
and because of the air attacks, which disrupted inail and rail 
traffic, and fortunately had not been brought to any: conclusion 
before the var ended. Others who loiow about the reports against 
FECHNER rb^on forsj.^ though not all it a background, 

ar e ^fet i . pan t . DCTrfeCT lBEBfl. and 

y^eg^ua o:'.^icers'iTom~toe Leitstelle. 

All the statements in the preceding report, about Austria, 
and Southeast Europe, v'hich go cnronologically beyond the time 
of my leadership .of the Abwehr Abb. II, were brought~^o-, 55 y-^ ^ ^ 

knowledge by my successor in the direction of the counteractivity. 
Obit. FECHNER. 

SOCJTHEHN EUROPE 

THE RESCUE OF MJSSOLINI, Al© OTHER PLr\ES OF T';iE SD. WiiRNIHG 

AGA.I1BT THE SIM 

One day, as I remember it in liay or June 1943* CA1C,,RIS 
summoned mo and Oborst i.G. FRETTAG von LQRUUHOVEN, who at that 
time was in the throes of taking over Abw. Abt. II, and told us that 
he was in the possession of information shov/ing tliat the SD was 
planning the rescue of HJSSOLINI, the liquidation of the Italian 
king, emd even the murder or abduction of the Pope, 

GAN&RIS had received this information from the RSHA., 
through 09TER, who had a V-man there. 



As he revealed this information, G'iIt'i.RIS said, among 
other things, «it is really amazing, that criminals can be so 
inconceivably diimb." 

I remarked, in s^me connexion or other "',Ye should really 
warn the Italians (iJ/lE) immediately'', FREYTAG took up this 
thought with characteristic energy, and at the and G/iH'iPIS 
told me of the secret order to create a pretext fornEeting, 
either the next day or the day after that, Genora l^vlE (the 
Chief of the Sffl), ■ 

The meeting took place at the Hotel Umieixi, in ^Venice, 
several gentlemen from the Sffii. accompani(«;a General and the 

KO Leiter for Italy, Obersigfe^wvvVBTPnTj /waFi also there, I still 
remember faifly accurately the foil ovd ng details, It was dxariig 
the luncheon, where Gi'^JIiRIS sat on the left, and I on the right 
side of Gen* iiME. AME was complaining to GIItiRIS that a number 
of SS add SD members were 'wandering around Rome in civilian 
clothes, of v/hose presence the; Italians had not been officially 
notified* C/JILRIS remarked laconically, iThrov; theih outl" then, 
directly or indirectly pursuing the subject further, he added 
under tfln&-,~'^' ^ere is IAiaso>ini? Where is the King? Where 
is the Pope staying at the moment?" 
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, (Tie a^ longer remember exactly) 

.hereupon said j *Bo carcfu'., very careful* Listen 

carefully T^ith CijiEiRIS ' ■ approval , I cut iu on this conversa- 
tion,, and o«^d* I believe in French to iiy right-hand neighbor 
(Qeneral j "You can never tell what these people (Meaning 
; the S3 about whom we had been talking) will do." 

iJflE nodded several tiiies, and then drank to CL^ltiRIS and ns. 

i4“ter the meal, I said casuelly to ii’HlLYT>:i.G-LORINGHOVEN^• 
*It'3 boon done" 

In the afternoon \;o mot General Jd.iE and his canpanions at 
the Lido. CiiliiRIS had asked, FREYTi.G and mo beforehand to ^ 
divert the companions of l*ME so that he might talk with 
alone. This wo did, and Gi'd!l'iSIS tallccjd. for nearly two hours 
undisturbed with AilE. 

Neither I nor FREfTikG was informed about the substance of 

convora atjk)n>v., ^ 
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DISCUSSIONS with THE t,'EHRlllCHTFUEHRGlCST:.B :.T...BI3SGHTESG,'J)EN, 

SPRING, 1943 ' 



Somotlme in 1943*' i.e. before the dov.’nfall of MJSSOLINI, 

I was called up by Genoral TUiRLlMOlTT from Berchtosgaden, and 
was ordored to fly to him immediately. I tbld C^.*RIS and flew 
off. On arrival in^erchtesgadoni I joined a meeting xuider the 
direction of ^enora^jCj^L^^^j which, among others whom I 
no longer rec^mber , vaa Generai^.USE , ROliffiL ' s Chiof of Staff 
(RQlv'iHEL’s staff was, at that time, already in Munich). 




Only six pepplo took part in this discussion, all of whom ' 
had been previously marked c-n a special list, Before it oponedt 
Genoral VMlRLII^10^7^ informed us, that on the express order of 
HITLiR, the subject for discussion must be confined within this 
■''•‘rcle, and Wi^LIMONT also added *You gent lemon know what the 
sj-ightest infringement of this order .vill mean". 

The subject of the meetirg was the military preparations 
for the entry into Italy, for at that tiiao there was no confi- 
^ch ^e in I-^alv> even to I^USSLOLINI • 

I was asked a number of questions, dealing vith the part 
my Abteilung could p]ay in conjunction with those~^cratlofial' 
preparations. I refused the cooperation of the Abteilurg for 
practicar rdaapns, reserving it for G'dl’iRIS' approval of my 
postoipn. My refusal ;7as maintained in the protocol of the 
meeting. To ny, intense astoniahmont, havevor, w\ RT.TM f)m» 
informed me that on the express- order of HITLER, GIK'JRIS v?as 
not to be inf on® d of the plans v/hich had been discussed this 
day for military operations in Italy. 

' I thereupon ■ told Y/kRLffiONT that he had put me to the 
patoful position, nPt only of having to conceal soiaithing from 
my superior officer, which officially concerned him, but also 
of having to l.ie to him. Ho insisted, however, and reminded me 
of the sharp order Of HITLER, and warned roe expressly to view . 
of the epnaaquenoos , which wefe well known to mo, not to disobey. 
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this: very difficu#: ; : 
tn;'.sted friend Major iBSHlGljIv 
■It yiQ.3 cleHir that both-HiTIER and tne T/ehruiachtfuohrungsta'b 
already deupl3r distrusted CLVNiiR IS. 

■ >vho dJ^ilRIS' unprodictably ■ : ■ 

: iii^nilsiye- v.ay of reacting to all 
■ thii^S/;nhi<:^;v;c^ advised tie to (fl isobey 

.WdiuniiOlTE Vs' l^rde^ to exercise tho greatest ^■•■■ 

caution in talking to' a^K^RIS . • 

-’ it e the mMTbho'Ko^ 

been ny-^ for .: so many years, and i/ho already shoivod the 

liKu^ks of thb, 'desperate sti^ against a system stronger than 
. ho, I toM hini.agaj^st all orders of Horr HITLEE and ^tlRLIMONT 
; t^^^^ ihfbrmod. him of everything I hod heard, at, 

/the .Perchtea^dan :;cbnferdn ' ( I bel.i e-s e that this is , in my 
s.ecreit notes in'- the. ®Rax*itQetGnina , ) 
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IM>®T BY GMEIum.IkJOR UriOUSEN. 

SIDELIGHTS .ON T^ DEVELOPIvIEMI'S OF THE 
»20th bf.JUIY" 

IN THE- Algr A uSIAND . ABWEHR . FOR 
. THE EOT . 'OB’ 1539 -MIDDLE OF 1943 



In the consideration of this topic I niust separate the two 
chi6f"^~t>e r3onalit i^^who ^ook th eir p:72f,e opposite me in this project, 
namely, and OSTER, 

Undoubte<lly confederates, perhaps more than thatr--Ofi~J3iatte53_. 

pertaining to the "BOth of .July" both these officers constanilly 
same to see me only as ind ivAduals , — as I in general assiome that 
G;iN?JlIS possibly and probably figtired very actively behiM the secenes 
of the plan to do avreiy forcibly with Hitler, biit did not, aid did not 
wish to, take his stemd in the groip of those who labored for the ■ 
realisation of this project. 

After my last conversation with Oster — around October 1943 —-I 
even got the impression that CbilT^RlS. — at least at this time — was 
excluded from nhe ».20th of July" circle. ITlidt role he then ' actually 
played in the occurrence itself in July 1944 * 1 do not lai07/, since I 
was at that, date already a year a\~ay from the A.t iiUsland/Abwehr and 
leading a regiment on the East Front, 

Beginning with his first very detai led conversation with me relative 
to my taking over Abt , II of the Abwehr (beginning of 1939 ) np until my 
departure from the iJat/Ausland , Abwehr (middle of 1943 )f Ci.Ni»RIS had 
really spoken constantly -r- vvhether by paraphrases and hints, 'or quite 
openlj^. ^ of the na ce'sq. ^y of doing away with H'lTLSB, HIMMLEE, and 
HEYDRICH~~Cthe "3lS" ) am^of deposing the whole criminal gang. 

He (CAK-RIS) also explained therev/ith my appqintfflejjt_^as head ^ 

Abwehr U and the real reason for forming the "BraMenburg'>'''Reigiment7 
In this connection CAKL'JIIS was .already citing the name of General BECX 
as having put it to him most seriously that the conduct of*^ifl ^■atftxcula: 
Abtgilung should be m trusted only to ha absolutely reliable officer 
(see, also CL'Jl'JRIS' Secret Organisation, Part I, p,l)». 

Even in 1939 'CiiNlRIS had commissioned ny predecessor, Lt«. Col. (Gen, 
Staff) GROSSKIRTH, to ,sed to it 'that a* definite stock-pile of \7eapons 
— especially explosives, fuses, and hand-grenades — was readily at 
hand in the house at No, 80 , TirpitzUfer , and re-rass^od this duty to 
me, with the at the time rather generally plu-ased hint " that for the 
war in the immediate offing it should by no means be revealed which road 
the internal politids of Germany was to follow," 

Later, around the time. of my taking over Abwehr , Abteilung H 
(beginning of 1939)t CAN'JIIS was more precise,.. 

The role that ho (0. ) had destined for my Abtealung , specifically, 
for_JBfi end the "Brapdenburg" Regiment^ was as follows i 



I was to- prepare myself at a given time for the acquisition of 
materiel (explosives and time-fuses) for the accomplishmont of the 
"action," - '' 



(to the other hand, the "Brandenburg" Regiment 'was to a degree to be 
set up as Special.Troops . at the disposal of that first, powerful occupation 
by certd in "key units" of the National-Socialist juggernaut (the RSHA,- rad-iq 
network. Intelligence 'branch of the OKW, etc.) 
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, These/ asfllgment^ variously adapted during the course of 
time^^> ^reiiialned :_iiihe T 3 eLitmotlT of the^yconversationa that CAl'liiRiS 
had wim sub.'jecii'- ■ 



. His and aL^?o OSTER's particular confidant in the "20th of July^i 
affair'was Capt, HEINZt at that time (193S-39) still assigned to 
Abwehr , Abteilung III, 

With the establishment of the Iehr:?^i; 2 ^ient ( 'Training Regiment") 
"Brandenburg" (LRB) 1940'^41 “** HKi'T.' the particular request of 
GAI'ikRIS and OSTER was '•smuggled" by into this outfit as Batallion 
C.O.f in order thereupon to assemble around him a core of reliable 
officers. HEINZ coMuanded the Batallion, v/hich was based in Brandenburg . 
HEIiJZ's confidant wad Ist^ Lt-t^feiiRZNER.. Whether IliillfZ had initiated 
others, I don't know, since gonerailyspeaking, I was rather poorly up on 
the "goings-on" of the LBB official as I'ell as secret. 

HEINZ used to receive direct orders from C.lluR S and OSTER concerning 
which I was very frequently not informed. 



ISy- connection with IISINZ '.vas an imp-.rsonal one. Hid nature, which 
was very strongly determined by his policical background, did not 
interest me (see also, "CANARIS, Secret Organisation", Part II), 



and 



In ^ite this, 'T^'efehded him unconditionally against the RSH&. 
even against his own regimental C.O. ( Col^^c^r^t-TTwr^ H!)^ 



since I v/as familiar with his real outlook. 



On the subject of "The IRB Mission within the Plan of the Projected 
Action against HITLER and thereby agaipst the S:>rstem" I have often talked 
vfith CANaRIS and with OSTER lattely with Brig. Gen. von EFOHLSTEIi'J ■ 
also. 



I considered this idea completely off the track and am convinced that, 
however conducted;, it would have led to the saxhe catastrophe as that 
of the "20th of July 1944," 

The great majority of those in this special- outfit , comprised of 
~yolhs an d Au aland Germans — some ignorant idealists, others fanatical 
adherents of HITLER — had reported voluntari ly for a specially hazardous 
undertaking (the so-called "Ascension Day commandos"). 

These people — particularly the young officers — at the slightest- 
suspicion that something inimical to the system v'as being undertaken, 
would at once have taken a stand against HEIUZ and those few, mostly 
tha-J^^p® elderly, bf^cers of his circle, to wit, would have shot them out 
of hamir; — Thisn^as" reSogaised- by OST^R also, '.vho in my opinion 
acquiesced completely. . ' CJjSARIS on the other hand clusg-t.- the_yiaw=^uiint 
that HEINZ would .make it work. HEINZ himself, however, m.„y''vjell have 
recognizied the difficulties of a mission v/ith sich a "topsy-turvy order 
of battle" (v orkehrter Front" V , since from 1942 on the Brandenburg ' . . 

Batallion was manned very strongly by Russian -- particulaiMyil.k>hammedan,. 

I believe — voliantaries from the Caucasus v,rhom HEII'JZ i>ad levied with 
the secrat thought of their utilisation in something like a "20th of 
July" . • 

Lt. ^ol. HEINZ, v/ho so far as I know, is still liging, should be able 
to give greater and more exhaustive details about the activities planned 
and the secret preparations amde at that time (1940-1943) the LRB. . 

In 1942 , or the beginning of 1943 • CAlllRIS suddenly brought me together 
in his office with a Mr. GISEVIUS, who had come from Switzerland and whose 
name I had often heard at OSTER's. (seo also "Gi.MARIS, Secret Organisation, 



a'-. 
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' dama rather ' suddenly to talk over th« 

'Sta-fe&Kof wore or less unblushingly . ,, 

.liThon v^ last, be; 4e^ whereupon a.U'ti.RISj pointing \tO; W^^ 

3aid;t> *itisk; h:im/ it, K At that time- CANi^RIS' -ieft; 

the r^^ that t line' I';- CAI'IiRIS' sort very well; and was ' ; 

• >< :j.u f.o not in'thd slightest ' inclined to discuss such a subject 'wi th- 
an utter stranger, I, with some ver]> ,-.>;'jnei‘al phrases on the matter, eased 
av;ay. 

Concerning the jnotives which may nave bestirred C/i,ii*RIS to ^ide.so 
; early, with those who saw in the forcible removal of HITLER the last, means 
of ending this war end according to the hopes of this circle — of ending 
it in a -manner still tolerable for Germany, I can only con jecture, . * ‘ 

C.'ill/iRIS was, at the bottom of his varied make-up, a very sensitive mm. 
Together with considerations of a rational, and even a speculative, nature, 

h i a revuAaio^f rom the bestial and brutal methods of 

Nazism therefore contributed very strongly (to his desire) forcib ly to 
remove HITLER whom he..isaw as "incarnation' of the~^til -aScTthe badT^-«^ 
or, to put it perhaps more correctly, to pro viao for his removal . 

Even less authoritatively, than for the motives can I talk about the. 
politicaL aims hovering before the eyes of the men with whom I came in , 
contact from 1939-1943 °h this question. 

.. ChiNARIS indeed used often 'to speak of a "Pick-Up Organization* 

( "AuffangsCrganisation" ) which, in a manner similar to the Bi.,DOGLIO 
Government, was to step at once into the plan for removing HITLER and 
his clique. 

In this project even at that time (194^) the narae of General BECK 
was cited as the senior’ military member. hJ^o mentioned as members of this 
interim government were Staatsseki’etaer vo«rt5fclZS;i.tfiCKER for Liinister of 
Foreign Affairs and the 'SRubs (jS^j^f ^entrum politicians ■. 

nb:. longer recalled by ;me today, .. -How the. ultiioate political solution, was ‘ ■ ,.b 
figured, I don't Icnow. .Neither CAIL.RIS or OSTJiR spoke with me 'about thia.,.'- b ' 
nor have^I ever dAreoted a question on the matter to these two, or any to 

an internal Gerijan affair this interested me just 

a liit tle 

The; deedialdhe ihtdrested';i^ 

If, looking back today, I should try to estimate the influence of 
. C'.JC,RIS' upon mo' ih-; this matter then I should say that this was an 
unremitting thing , but at no time included a concre te assignment. 

The only concrete thing, really, was GlKiRIS* desire under any 
circumstances and against all opposition to receive the then Capt. HEIIC 
into the Lshrreglment "Brandenburg". *• 

.Q^ite otherwise was the maiinor in v.-hich General OSTSR came to me on this 
business. It was absolutely single .-minded and purposeful . 

In general, there wore two conferences mainly in V7hich 0.3TER re- 
quested and received my collaboration in plans for the assault on HTTIER., 

So early as my first appearance in bhy 193® OSTER revealed hin^elf ^.- 
tp ne.' qulta ©peniy - Nat ipnal Socialism, (Se©.- also,* ... 

'•CZillARIS,; l^;cfe;t; He and his. closes IV. frle'ndb^**,'., T 

my predecessor as C.Q. of Abwehr , .11, Lt. ;Col. (Gen. Staff) GROSSEGiJRTH — 
as well as my later wamanAsqcretary VOIGT, vvere even at that period wholiy 



B^gAted and radji 'eiy, .-lUv-t^ i point, of view. 
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in my private papers ("Curiosity 

File.i ) '— V OSTEP. 'iad me come to him, 

iiccordii^ :<.o.iasf certain memoiy, this v/as before the Ffench campaign, 
perhaps Veven^h descent on Demark and Norway, hence prpbablyi in- 

tiarch or .Lprii. l-9i^0* • Still in OSTER's office at that time were Dr. 
DOHUiNf and Capt HEINZ, .who were, witnesses to the discourse, by OSTER ■ 
that now follows. 

OSTER prefaced this cony ere at io;o •. ’. rh the following vfords 'tSs^thdy 
were subsequently explained) ! 



. «I^i(XrSENf''^^ you. You knov vil^at this criminar' ' ’ ■ 

(TJTTT.TTP) hka in mind*, . aijd- you the methods of these bandits. Moreover, 

you . have, soon how i^ujstria is being treated, and you are now experiencing- 
for. tho second time in your own family the assault of the SD**. 

’’Now here is how matters stand, 

”v'e want, to render this md beast , harmless . 

"You mu's.t procure us. explosiyed, and time-fuses. Can you do that?-’ 
Before I expressed myself on this, I asked OSTdRt 
PDoes the Admiral know of this affair?" 

.Whereupon OSTERi "No. It is really bettor tliat you .do not discu&a, . 
it with .him'i' , it would jiist opresfl him,, and the .old cliap is already quite :-‘' - 
harried enoxigh. with out this." . ' 

Now I demanded further r , "Do. you already have the laan who,^4ra^o“0'::.riy-.., 
it out?" 



. .T' ; 

' Wt'-h 



• .« s,, 



■ OS'FERt’- "yec, Theyiiiainiis at hand,"' 

Ii "Gan the person in q.uest ion' also ni£;n;ige time-clock fuses?" 

OSTERt "No. That must first be explained to him." 

Ther ensued now a lengthier debate, during the course of which I made 
known, that it would be very difficult for me — without taking in an extra 
person to get at the required , explosives and the fuses and that it . 
would :be. equally; difficult to. familiarise the perpetrators with the functioning, 
of the fuses, since lAmyself. understood nothing of that sort of thing... 

Ln& I didn't in the .Abteilting knov/. of anyone with ^yhom I could discuss this 
sub ject. ..But .perhaps he (OSTER) could work the person in question into 
my . ilbteilung in such a v;ay that, very vinos tentatiously — hence best as 
an agent he might by a simple course of in.Btruction come to learn the 
handling of time-clock fuses, , 

OSTER hesitated somewhat - egid did, not enter into this proposal.;- 

r had the feeling, that he was by no means vvilling--to. ,identiiy-Abhi^^ : / 

. man, hence tlie perpetrator. . . 






. .._ , ...... . ... _ . 

to see no v/ay out of these ; -.; 

d to null the matter over frcair ^he 

grour^;' upi ■■ . ' -o. 'v^ " • 



* — Indicated was the' ■iitimi.he.nt^ ' on HOLL'dlD , BELGIULI, lUXSiBURG. ; 

** - Followii^ iny brother, of my '’./ifo was by tbis, till®, bl®’ : 

. incaraej;a't.ed'«.--v!:"A(3;-'^ud'ged';-.,of^ he ^ont' nea;?ly:;5--,y.^arS;'i^^^ 

TIT*-? 'WJvn ■ ■ .^ •- 
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lastly I re-q.uested OSTER to keep me corriple tely out tjae TpoTi t lca ^ 
angle, since, a:** din AUSTRL’^N I didn*t want anythin^i. to do with that* I 
have in fact, =.>.;cept for the group abait me in the jjut Au sland/Abwehr , 
kno;.?:i^^ersono ‘‘.y non^of the ”20th -of JUly'^ personalities, . or spoken 
on t . 1 e7rr"''H^h tlio ^ : v/lj om~^ knor/, such as Gen* BECK or rLt * Ool^ 

( Gon l^taf ^ 

With OSTER’s hint that.no time to be lost, this first consultation 
came to a clos.e* 

n few days later came the chanct> /ir me to help# In soiae connection it 
was r:ported to me by w deputy , Col. STOIZE (a non-acconplice) , that 
explosives and fuses wore to be fetched froii an outside point. 

I went immediately to OSTER and acq^uaintol him with this opportunity. 

At the same tima I proposed that he name a person in his confidence whom 
I would then ^muscle in” ( ^zuschiebe n ^ ) for the fetchii-ig; of the explosives. 
C.STER, or the named for me on bhvj very same day 1st Lt. ;iER2iIERf 

who at that time was assigned to the ^Construction and Training Company" in 
Brandenburg. 

Concern v/ith all such matters portuiniiV;. to oxplosivesand fusing 
materials t/qs the business of Group ? ( Imcunical). ^ 



A. formula hov; had to be found for ^yetting v/ho didn*t belong 

to Abteilung II, to jfche explosives, > This v/qs instigated by OSTER with, 
the cohi^ vdnoe --of^~“^7lB;^^ a^ogrec that iry deputy, Col. STOI^, even 

asked me that I grant extraordinary pernission for haulage of the 
explosives to 1st Lt. ILiEZFER, who vranoed to visit a relative or finacee 
in the city in question# 



I’L-RZI\[ER carried out the trip, too, and removed from its place tho 
pile of explosives contemplated for OSTAR*s puBposes. 

I then hoard nothiig more of the affair. 

from later hints by OSTER I could only take it that the entire sche3Doe 
was * v;ithdrav:n at the last moment and deferred to a (mass-psychologically ) 
more favorable period, since the unexpectedly sudden collapse of Eyance 
had thro?.ai all the calculations of this group onto the dust-heap. 

Almost three years later I thinle before or immediately after 
STALIN®iJ!) — OSTER again suiumoned me to him and asked me (literally) j 

"Has your Il'maiwith Army Group Mitte .{He meant irh:e-G-.,0. jxfA-tb© ^ 

Abwehr /ll CpBimand , Iv!^j HOTZEL) sufficient time-clock fuses?^ 

"I assume so,” v/as cy -reply. Whereupon ■ OSTS s 



”Thon you should know that the G-3 -lirm^- Group von TRESKOW is very 
nueh interested in such things. 

”In the near future HITLSR is expected to visit at KLUGE* s. More than 
this I don’t need to say. We hope that HILllLER is coming too. Fat-so 
(hu meant GOERING) will then likewise burst of his ovm accord like a 
balloon. 

"How’s this HOTZEL?” continued OSTER. 



”A born Ifezi, in front of whom you’ve got to v?atch yourself,” I 
replied. 
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I then said at last t "To set-. . y; 

event that this '7Q.t^ 

mornihg'- ^ is shipped by plane 

to anioiensk," . ' 

?:ith that-r this oonv_ .'sation — at which, as I recall, DOHlSti.NY' was 
also present — cane to an end . 

Either before or suhseguent to ' this conversation with OSTER, I had 
flown with to. Field Marshall^ vonfenGE^ at that time the Commander, 

in chief of /irmy Group Mitte. (See also "'C* JI.;3 TTs , Secret Organisation, 

Part II, p. 50), ' 

Whether the assault on HITLER envisaged at that time did not oventuata./ 
because HITLER had not visited the Lrmy Group Lilitte , or because -»• as 
C.iHiR IS 'hinted to, me (Part II, p. 30) '^-.von KLUGE had come tp waver in his , 
re39lve,‘'I) do not knov;, 

.-"OST gR, who _ was-«iii^plj ^cated in theycase of the by then (beginning of 
1943) already apprehended Dr V DOHH'JSiy (see also"CiiILRIS, Secret Organisation,, 
part II, p» 41), had to withdraw from the ...mt and shortly thereafter was 
put on- pons ion. Intercourse with OSTZR w..s forbidden members of i'unt Lusland/ 
Lbv/ehr by order of KEITEL. 

When I spoke with OSTER, who at the time was already under sinrveillancei. ■ 
for the last time (October 1943) &t his private residence, he was very ' 
resigned and also complaining bitterly abcnit GJGJilS, v/ho in his haphazard,. 
unreliablH way was alleged to have ''bucked into" a good deal that laight 
now no longer be set right, (OS'TJ'P was alluding hero among other things to 
the composition of the Officer Corps of the DlB). ( 

.CLNWRlSr was also alleged to have completely misroanagod them (meaning 
those positively active in the "20th of Ju^'), 

This. was, really, the last conversation that I held with Ostcr. 

Just 'prior to iiy departure for the front it must have been in ' 
Novembear tp, December 1943 *‘^ol. FRE!fT.,.G asked me on one occasion wiiether-- 1 , ; 

knew' well I-t. C^. (Gen S^taf-f ) BEFdt'iPDIS, an Austrian attached toXo^ 

(Gen Stag f^jvo^l ^^^jggg ^^^ staff. 

L^sald yetTanh" added~tiract BliBlli-PDIo ..'hen in the .Austrian Jirmy had 
actually belonged to my machine-tgun Company as a NCO r- sometine around the 
years . 1926-28 • J/foreerver, that T had spoken with EiiPK.RDIS a short time 
ago in Berlin. 

Whereupon FREITAG said to me, litei'allyi "Tell liie, cu.n one speak plainly 
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with BERITIRDIS? SL'.UFFENBERG requested me to ask you, since you're 4,us t'rian-, 
too, and BERMI'JIDIS was mentioning, that he laiewyai." ' ” 



V. ---At that I replied to FREYTAGj "I think you can talk with BERHJIBIS 
.as- you would with me, -find say. hello, to him for me," • ’-''TIIS' 

With that the conversation, in.iofar as it concerned BSR1\L'.RDI3, came to an eiid , ' 









: At .the beginning of January 1944' I took over ^ho command of a,- Regimtot ■ 
on the East Front and was Wounded on . the 20th of July 1944 ♦ . On the^- , 
of July I heard of the ill-chanced attack on HITLER by Ool, von STi.UFFEN^E^ 

in the foregoingvl. have described rather exhaustively, the jp^a2SOae.fys^iii|;^^ 
the..ySara.:;I939."^^ I came' into contact 
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; ■ n;. 1^33, inf me k- jafcoording : to his type and his character. 

iinrftTatt.tivii g iy; strongly » yj'ithout ever having enunciated a. 

defint e plaM or a clear p^’oject;, ^ ^ 

-Erisn by and '(arge, I don't believe that his role was otherwise. ■ . 

Perhaps generally speaking he was fat ho r to the itoa and the impetus .to . : ' 

the carrying ’ out of an attack on HITLER. I consider it iniprobablef however » . 
that CLiNuRIS '?'''as actively involved in' the occurrence of the "20th of July." 

OSTER on the other hand was a man of action, He hated HITLI® --ucl his 
systeBi-fa gaticall jx-^ 

If on the 20th of 3Uly 1944 he was nbt actively, involved# then ho i»just 
have been kept from so being by some conclusive reasons,. 

I nyself had .placed CL’JiiJili^, OSTS^^ end. myself at the disposal of ■ 
the, deed assis-tants# and .exclusively for this , since even in 1939 I had 
recogni'Sod .'what this HITLER really was, and hence as a human being was also 
privately drawing the ultimate conclusions . 

I; should like hov?ever to emphasize in closing — and I have always 
eEophasizod this i-- that I do not want to paOs for a "20th .of July" man. 

This is first of all essentially false, and above everything 'does 
not correspond to' the mood in •..‘hich, foafttho plans here described, I assumed 
this risk, ■ namely » that of . co^assistant and helper. 

The men of the "20th of July" were thinking about Germany ^ 

I was thinking about LUS'T^Ll, 
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S07IET UNION 

As alrsady indicated in Part Ii I had free rein from CANAHIS i 

Union — to be sure,' here also 

with the.e:q)ress limitation of this activity to combat, with absolutely 
nonparticipation in all those cruel atrocities to which especially 
the Russian prisoners and the Jewish civrilian population of the , 

Soviet Uhion were exposed* 

The tayeatment of Russian prisoners ond commands regarding this, 
with which alone the Serman Wehrmcht befouled itself forever, were 
the object of several written and oral protests of iunt imsland/Abwehr , 
all of which had signature or were issued in his nsB, 

Aldng T/ith the rejection of these nBthods on' piTtticiLple-'eaidr'‘on 
emotion, and the indignation over the fact that now the Wehrmacht too 
was. forced— and permitted itself to be forced— on a large scale to such 
foul actions - there were also-espe daily in the sphere of Abwehr 1 
and Il-^purely objective considerations that forced to shaiTO 

protests against the treatment of Russian prisoners of war in 19l|.l-i|.3« 

So, to give one example for many, in the '♦soi'ting'^out* of Bolshevist . 
infected -Russian prisoners, Crimean Tartars or Azerbaijan men from the 
Caucausus v/ere liq,uidated by the "Sonde rko^mand os* of the SD solely 
because as Mohanmedans they were circuacised r and therefore were 
-r'SKo rded as J lews ~by- ^he rac e.=f ana~tics of the S3 and SD. Precisely from 
these, peoples of the Soviet union, hov/ev'-^r, had Abv/oltr Abt I and II 
especially gained valuable voluntee r helpers (agents and combat units), 

i nysolf , on behalf of CiJTlJilS, had raised the serious objections of 
iimt Ausland/Abwehr to these orders, in a laseting (I believe prior to 
Stalingrad) held under the chairmanship of Generafl^ ^^^^ (Chef -Allgem, . 
Wehimachtsamt V in the OKW, and had according to orders protested against 
their execution* 

With the stdtement that this war was not a military dispute mf two 
states or "armies, but an idealogic al conflict of two~coricepta--o f l - ife T^ 
and that the political objectives of National Socialism were to be given' 
preference over all military or other considerations* these and similar 
protests (especially from the front) were rejected by some generals who 
vrere all too subordinate to HITLER, ( I have reported on this elsev;here.) 

euiN.'iRIS had protested and warned hero too. It was in vain, 

CO-OPBR.LTION WITH MILITARY REPHESEKTATr/ES OF ALLIED OR NEUTR/^L STATES— 

. , (/iNTIFASCIST GROUP) 

--^> ^In co-o pgjgiticaa jffith l ike-minded representatives of the intelligence 
syst^ of aSlies or netitrais, or with their military attaches and 
other antifascist political or military personalities of these 
coimtries, CilN;'JRIS--to my , knowledge and in my opinion followed two aims, 

Either to prevent the ,ehti*y into the war of the caintry concerned, 
on the sld6. of Gaimahy (eVg in Spain) or to strengthen, or foster • : 
indirectly, efforto tb q.ult the war (e.g* Italy and-Hungary), 

The names used, in this v/cre| . 

a) Orientation of the intelligence seryices..of_ih^e eoUn ^tea • 
,on thio actual political and military situation of Germany. 
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, t>) Deception of/ the and military leaders '• 

' rdgarding: the extent and strength of the movements f<hr an armistice 
in certain allied countries and 

c) orientation of the military and political persons in. these 
countries who were known 'ds antifascists on the activities- of their 
"Ifezi-adherents" (Falangei Arrow Cross, Fascists etc7~^n..Gej:;®afl3rr 

I know that CuiNARIS had engaged hiuiself very stronglyiin this 
direction' in Spain, Italy and Hungary--! suspect also Finland, 

- ■ . SPAIN 

The constant companion on CiiNlRIS on his numerous trips to. Spain 
was Oherst ioG» PIEKENBROCK* He (PIEKSNBROCK) could also report most 
extensively and thoroughly on the very active role of C/dl'-RIS in ' . 

^^©l^icai an d n^ Htary collaborat4/JL vjith Spain under FEU*NCO, (In part* 
Yic eTamtrar'mERio^^^^ .. 

' Earlief in this repdrt I have d-ce'cribod only one incident 
(discussion with JORDAH'i., winter 19i;2-l;3; at which I a^rself was present, 

I knew that CANfvRIS, directly air. Indirectly supported all forces 
in Spain that turned against a stij.l sbrong-i-r participation <5f Spain' 
on the German, side, and against the policij^of the’Falange, from 
C/JC-RlS’s discussions with his friend fcounajfeuc; J-TORF . Spanish Military 
Att5.c^ .in 

Count ROCiJvIORE,. educated in t.he Si-e.lla-l'!atu'tdna--at, Fel^icircfe— te— ^ 
Vorarlberg (Austrial) has a Spanish prine'-.'-io as his wife,' is a strong fow 
of FRANCO and a supporter of tA© prt tender DO;? JUiiN* Ho was regarded, as 
such by the Auswaertiges fimt and £.0, and vias spied on. With the ■ 
arriveil of the Spanis h Ambassado^Eii^^ in' 191)5 (?) — a Falangist • 
; ROGiiMORE was recalled', bu't did not go to Spaihi 'but to DON JTLiN in . , 
Switzerland, "ROCAMOKE knows me as an Austrian, and was informed on toy 
attitude toward the system arid the Reich that I had to serve, I spoke 
with him not very frequently, but always coa^iletely frankly, • He khew. 
also that I helped GANlJlIS in getting to Spain a Polish aristocrat whose 
_jlife was Spanish, and he thanked me for this in 1939* 



I remember also thht CidNiiRIS had very close relations in Spain with 
General VlijON and Geh©ral ■ Buce di I'iL'J^TINEZ-^Ci'JvIPOS and .other Generals 
not >per6omlly known to jna, aid ‘'^'^ith thq_Alto^^^m^sa^^^^^^&anlsh|^ 
Mor occO'^ faEIGBEDER . nnBsxaSBSB»a-"- - - - -m 

‘ ■ ITAU 

' , ■ . ■ ' . 

In Italy was a closd friend of the Idst head of the SHvI, -General 
AlflE, AME, a Piedmontese, was antifascist, anglophile, -and a supporter .• 
of the King and B»:iDOGLIO, G'H'Z;'..RIS had presented me to him as an 
officer enjoying his absolute confidence, and indicated to that ^ 
could speak openly before mo, ^ 

At the iheoting in the Hotel Danie 11 i in 'Venice, described earlier, 
in July 1943». I heard in the presence of AIE and C-'ICJIIS 'the formulation 
of,, the re port., (which I later drafted) that was intended to assuage 
(i,e, deceive) the political and military leaders' of Germany oh the 
absolute : loyalty ^ of the B/iDOGI^O Government, -and to dissipate their 
worries about all information . countering this., • G'JJ.‘iRIS and were 
naturally completely, or.ientad on the actual situation at the time 
Italy,... ' . 
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GwlIuBIS. knew ■l^bi^pugh me of the plans of the Wehrmachtfuehrungst^ 
;that wer!S?i|^ii 3o^ at" ^^t^ meeting (described earlier), 

wliich iiad ii'een kept: seCTet^^^f^ 






He had also good personal relations v,'ith the Italian Military 
Attacha^n Berlin at the time, and to his very clever predoce.ssor, 
fleneraM reo/LTT/i. . both of whom. were known as antifascists. 

(I knew RCATTi*. fron-the time of Austrian-Italian collaboration as 
head of the SIM. At that time he worked very closely with Geh. Mai. ' ■. 

head of the Austrian intelligence under DOLEFUSS and SCHOfSCHNlGGr) . ' 

ROATTA^s successor in Berlin was arrested immediately when Italy 
_jstpcrendered , sl peSLhe y?aa i^roaShed with having an antifascist. 

that sense as Ivlilitary Attache,- ' 

I do not know through whom the contact of CijiJi.RIS to BiJDOGJJO wont; 'but 
I suspect via A'iMB (or possibly via the Vatican — OSIER Bureau), 



-.'.-'jj 






CANARIS' maintained very g.^od personal connexidns with ^e Hungarian . 
.Intelligence,, especially with its^^CdS iu'l4|39-42, Genera^QlgJJ^SI^^ 
later envoy to Spaih, and QeneraigrosszAS^Ivr ocently heaa or the Hongariaii. 
security service. Both were. knowp as a.agiophilo and Froei^sons. ; ' 

General UJSZaSZi was. immediately arrested by the SD after HORTfflf’s fall. . 

GilNLRIS aad I werd good friends of the Hrngarian Military Attache in 
Berlin, Genera fori.jer Hxrigarian Military Attache in 'Paris 

then in , 1938^39 ^au of the -Hungar ian V. S-^JCtlon, cdunterpart of . AbYrehr ^v- - 
Abt Hv .'Like me, a.- former ■Aistro-Ilunga.' ion officer, HCMLQK had .very. •■■/'V. 
frequent private contacts with ms, I di.e cussed with him all pblitifi^ • 
and military events bf the day in CkBrn- ny, in complete ani conscious 
frankness, I was as, well infomod about his attitude towardl SZ/kEiSSY ' . ■ 
and the policies of the Third Reich as ho was on mine and on CLitLRIS', 
ns and I spok^with him v7itb^bsolute clearness about the activities 
. e.gt of the Hungarian Military Attache 

id: ^f .la, ; . 

HOMLDH was of course very'soon figured out by the SD, and his ■ . 
recall. was demanded, (On this, Vice Adtrirai BUERHSER-^nd 
add BENTIVEGNl are informed.) 



GL'JCkRia was dble to pirevent fhis for a long time, JUat before 
oa'at the titne of, HORIHY.'s fall. HOLiLOK also ' fell, I knew that' he ' ’ 

had intended as his successor whom I knew well, and ito ' 

was like~minded. But it did not turn out thus, KDTY was tried bj^.ah 
iurrow cr 98 S court, with other Hungarian officers well-knoT/h to -me, for 
high treason. His fate is unknown to me. 

FINIkiND 

^ ■ I am/ not informed, abo.ut 
, contact- in,. :Cpim^ with his 

CAM'^IS .on ;hi^ trips • to Finland 

C/kHiBIS' intervention to liberate sons of Polish (former ' Imperial 

Russian) officers, known to M.'JINIRHEII.'I or friends of . his, from' conceh-Vw-;.- 
tration Cainps 

'a..-didcusa^ think ih 19li2— which was caiT;ted - oil' 
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' : . ..,, ,■ ' ,'; '' ■ V:- '-Ay;- 

/ " ’ /'T-r' - *' ■ *. ,v"- ■' ‘ • 

sr'.j0':r.‘ 'y, :!'.']5 T/’ ?{• - .' y''-'. -.A..; - ' ’ ■ ■, .'•■ ■. ^.^'.r'-’.y”!^yA.v'r)‘'' 

’5 ’■ 'y.'HB3^'^''645|0Ciged' £rk!i:^^.'fa -'a 'group of initiates 'who .'even 'th;m*‘ 
preparing an attack oh HITLER.. I' have heard that he \7as arrested on'; pr''“'\Ay"''' 
jetf tdr'. 20 /July*.' ^ -]|§ •.•>±;3t.?s.aia;.^however to have been .released.' .• ’....'A y:,.{‘ 

jQ.^^ eEhs $FtIHLgrE M; took, over the Brandenburg Division in/ '. V'- 'V'#' 
hjadf^'e^-^^^osed to C.iILRIS by General OOTER. 'A / ■';;' 

very" bbs~t'inate Prusaiahj ctypi'cal’ Reich3'..elir officer, he was an vmcohcealed '"’. , •■'> 
foe. -of : .tho. Nazi reglxie , ; /L with and via PFUHL3TEIN, 

followed special purposes' .with the Brandenburg Divisiohi EMJHLSTEIN ' -•■'•'• 

is, haid to have, beaa'arrested, or at. least interrogated, on Or after 
;20' July* . •• 

■ ' ■•.'.■■ ■ '■ 

Generalleutiiant; PlEECENBROCK--at that tine Oberst. d.G*. aiid He'ad of '• \ 
Abwolir Jv a very clever, open., generou.s and cheerful Westphalian,, was d' 
close friend of CLKiRiDS* He is a.Reichswehr type— i*e«, as an officei*, ’ 
the typical unpolitical expert with mcdorn professional training, 'fe was’ ' ‘ 
the almost constant travelling Companion of and, corresponding to ■ ■ . ' 

the significance of his section, also Lis- representative within the ' 

Abwehr, had discussed with him all: his intentions and plans, 

secret and official. PIEKENBROGK also loev/oiff CL'jliRIS' secret intentions'- 
with Abwehr Lbteilung II and the Brandenburg Regiment, .r 

S>JB5ENBR6CK' ■ i3 the best section head who is best and most 
thoroughly oriented on CLiH'-RIS' personali ty as ".uutschef* and aS human 
being. He 'was certainly not brought into the circle of 20 July,, sine ' 
there existed personal, rather deep d i sugre erne lit s between him and 0STER> - ' 
Heai:^j; t .Jnnt Ausla^ ^ Apjii-May T'jkZt i«e» a year before .1 did.o . 

- ■■•..Gehhial^'jdr Freii^^^ that time Oberst d,d and . • ; 

head>,of ibWehr/In— a hOEiQ*h^ like PIJFENBROCiK a 

. typical.. ReiGhswehr Officer,- likewise maintc ined, - so far as I know and 
can judge, -Strictly and correctly . the line indicated by GilFARlS. .Forced . .' 
to-.Collabprate' with Gestapo and SD and the 15 SD.jP agencies af all Sorts ■, 
head of Abwohr HI, he was officially more closely tied to these groups .I- • .o * 
'(diesen Gruppen gegemeber gebundener) than at that tine the section ■heads-. ■ 
of n.bwehr r and II,, I i^ow that BEtTIIGEGNI ivas also actively brou^t 
into the ■ counteractivity, . v/hich had especially difficult form in his krea, 1> • 

His personal and confident ial relationship to GjIRIRIS was a very good bne.» 
It did not, however, approach the degree of ffriendship of Gj*N.;PIS end 
PIEEENBROCK, He was entirely separate from the OSTER group. His 
personkl rehdtion .to OSTER was good but reserved. 

He left /imt Aus;lahd/Aby/el^ in the winter of 1943 v. thus rhalf' ./.v 

a year- before lae, I had : workbd : very well togetheoTgi^ with both aeCtipn •heads/://;i‘| 
(PIEKENBROGK and BENTIViiGNi) since the beginning of the war, in ' 
official and personal ways, I Was a friend of PIEB.J3SIBR0CK, hadla . ' ' 'a 

good personal relation to OSTER, who vjas not very popular with his 
Ger^^;: comrades } ai^in the mdtter that was his life's goal— the 20 july-.- 
I relEqt:i|^ar7^ >' 

. .officers named '"above^^^^to t.; be an Austrian in my attitude 
-never/ appeared .'iu be otheOT;ise tlian I think aM, feel,' 
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Oberst i.G,. Hy©EN -- PIKENHROCK'a successor, and since 
4pr^r.May 19^2 the head of Abwehr I — typical Roichsrohr 
bffiber--an foS of the system and of HITLER.- iifter 

PIEPKBROCK's depatture, he was 'for this reason brought to the 
directibn of 4bwehr Abteilung T, in order to assure the con- 
tinuity of the dountesaptivity. He was a very active, 
younger off icer» "who Wought fresh elan into the inner circle 
of the C5AMR3S Organization which then, after three years of 
wearing struggle, was soimwhat weakened in nervous strength* 



V-r/,* , 



Thhs he and jREnViGr-LORlNOHOVEN e.g., in contrast to 
GANtiRlS, who was very conseiwative and inaccessible in questions 
of personnel, finally put tiirbugh the point of view represented 
long -and vainly by myself ahd other like-minded persons^ that 
younger, reliable, but mentally andphysically mofe flexible 
forces should be trained up* . 

HINSEN was executed after 20 July 



— (feerst -aroolap ^^ As"t--Pnris, was a friend of OSTER 

and :eh3-pyedv' confid'^n is,, He was, for instance^ 
also initiated in 'tWoto case earlier in this report)*. 

I myself did not Iqjow RtIDOLF further. He was arrested on 
20 July* 



. ■ . ;Q^gjg^g5£jjBa!Btt9^ over Ast Vie.una after hAROGlC*, He 
was ■ an^ip^d- active 1^^^^^^ (if no': gIso by .GiiHARlS- and 

03irER)' fbr>« 4 oUnteractl'vi;ty I did .not vd.-jw him personally* 

He was executed after ■ 20 Jiily 19 a4« 



Oberst lautnan t Pp inf/ yiPTi^WRiirRa . assigned to Ast Vienna, 
was a friend of JSJ1R0G1£»., aM one of hie collaborators in the 
organization. I did not know him personally. 
Hh was arrested on 20 July 1944 • 



. head of Transmoro, a 

di'SgiflGI^F^ttsiSesa^BnTOrp^ Abwehr purposes (l Wi)* He 

: wasftalavantine , if 1 iamembor rightly Jewish', a Turkish 
citizen (at : least he had a Turkish passport), and was very 
close .feierd Of CA1C»RIS and his family. For National Socialism 
an^.^f^xHITiERt he^:hSid'’nbtbing but the biting wit of his 
;; say'ef.ioir :.inte^ !tg ^ee * ■ He w ento>tP South /jiBrica before the 

said to have returned to 

SwitaW^hd; (not C^n^y)' in 1943 -H* I 'tbat he played 

■ a- roieoin -thO- : »'CO^ but I do not know what sort of 

duties he had. 






■'■'-cm 



FOREIGN OFFICE 



■; ^CSANiRfjS,'*, .‘relations with the Foreign Office weijp the worst- 
. -inihgina'bie^ft. names lilce /iiabaaaad bj7^TT*P'Bg. /thf> 

y^peciJai^onfidante of Vibe i,dmiral BTIERENER, Ghof Au aland). Dr* 

other German diplomats could.v^ 
'/ 'sejt'.G^^^^'-, ^,;a'b,tat 0 y 9 f ^--sometimes manior— excitement* (Eei.- 

alone tW ineht ion Of RlBBENTROpi ) 
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Dr 



successor 




the Foreign Office with ijnt Auslana/iiDwel 
transplanted by RIBBENTROP into the office* 
receiTe him* 



liaison man of 
was an SD-agent 
Ci*Ni*RIS did not 



The only person of the , Foreign Office with whom GuNiiRIS 
associated on terms of confidence was the Under Secretary Baron 
WEIZSLECKER, a very calm* sober and conservative professional 
diplomat* TOIZSu.ECKER, who had remained in Berlin, was either 
wholly uninfoiUBd about the military situation, or was informed 
only inthe version censored and colored by the Wehrma<?htfuehrungstah* 



GANiRIS. supplied him currently with information about the 
--"Sto mal deve J.iaiiBi^rt ^f the mllitaiy situation in the theaters of 
war, and also info rnied: him about all other projects and opera- 
tions khbwn to hintiof the military a:id political leadership, 
including the SD» of the Tliiwii Reich* Sometimes I myself Made 
these reports to WElZSIiECKER i , aid I was once indicated to him by 
,G/'kNLRI6 as the officer before whom one could speak completely 
^open3y*- 

How far (l*Ni»RIS brought WElSaiEOlLER into his oounteractivity. 

I do hot know*. 

GENER.VL STi^'F OF . 

Corresponding to the system of "cptimistic dedoption" in 
their 6wn calap, was very faultily oriented* or consciously 

misled, by KEITEL and the Wehrmsch:i,'uehrungatab--ihcreaaingly 
since about 1941* He reacted in his own way to this, attempted 
. deception and the mistrust against his activity that probably 
played a part* 



Hb immediately set up a •'aecre; infoxarution service* against 
the Webrmachtfuehrungstab* The network and the organizaticm'at 
Jajs d laposa l. wg re^ndiv Idual I-c*^, of armies and army groups* 
devo"ted t<r^Eim m d like -mind ed , or other officers in high 
positions, m this connexion, a.’'! FRETTilNC-LORINCHOVEN 

had piayed a part since 1939-40* H^NCIJN, at that time with OiJju 
IV (Fronde Heere, Near ‘Bast, or West) end jpSTIl/iG, I-c with 'an 
army group in the East, enjoyed Gi’iN:'i. (IS > special confidence, as 
did the I-c of Army. Group Middle in tho East ( 1941-42 )♦ whose 
name I do not recall* 

m similar fashion, 'C/iUiRIS hat several other officers in 
high staffs and commands, as well as in the ruehror-Hauptquartier, 
who supplked him illegally and regu?,arly withinformation on what 
was being worked on at the time* 

ARMf HEilDS 

CAHkRIS* very freguent visits to certain army leaders served ' 
either for his personal, orientationon the Gorman military sitatioh, 
or for the influencing of these generals for his secret projects, 
or for concrete discussions of his » counteract iv ity* * 
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yeldmarschall vg^felT2LEBEN_ T7Q3 visited by GAilARIS several 
times in 1940 during his time of command in the West. From 
discussions with General OSTERt I learned that CAH^IS even then 
was discussing the subject of «20july". 

iN-isited him several times 
before the can^tai^n in France in his head quarters, the Fark 
Hotel in DuesSeldorf. I know that GA.NAJIIS sought to influence 
von REICHENkU, wh6 although a Nazi general was not viiolly blocked 
up intellectually, by information and instruction about the methods 
being used in Poland, to a united act of protest of all army 
leaders in the West ?igainst the continuation of the war* (A, pro- 
ject 'that was suppcrted, in relation to the army leaders in the 
West, by the overvaluation of the MA.GIN0T Lino, of the French, 
will to resist, and the high German losses that were to be 
expected , ) 

REICHENa.U, to my knowledge , in any case ai bmit ted to HITLER 
Q memorandum called «The Guaranteeing (:9icherung) of Gorman 
victory), which, as CAN/LRIS had toll me, had made use cleverly 
of many key -words given by CAfMIS, ^.nu. disguised in the jargon 
of the Third Reich, demanded limitati,.n to the success already 
achieved in Poland*. I do not know v.hetLor this momorandm was 
read by HITLER at all, 

REICHEN&.U died a natural death, from a stroke, in 1941* Hs 
carried on very actively all possible forms of sport and drank 
^'fibav ily* ' G ANftRlB^^'ha d spok en- to Sim a few days before Sis death* 
REICHEN/U , at that time leader of a,i ar-j:y in the East, expressed 
himself very skeptically, indeed pessirnistically, on the chances 
of the war against Russia. 



Feldmarschall von KLDGE' I accompanied OAN&RIS, I think be- 
fore the drama of Stalingrad, on one cf his frequent visits to 
von KIIJGE, at that time Supremo Comander of Army Group Middle 
(Hg at Smolensk). 

I know, although not present myself at the discussion, that 
GANARIS then spoke with KLCJGE about carrying out an attack on 
HITLER planned for a visit of HITLER at the front (at that time 
HITLER still flew to the ariiy group tr army commands). 

Cn the flight back, CAMRIS said ratiier resignedly to me, 
referring to his conversation with KLHGE- Tou can get nowhere 
with our marshals; as soon as even a tactical success is gained 
anywhere they draw back and get cold foe''',*' (The tactical 
success to which he alluded was a counter offensive by M&.NSTEIN 
that had begun well)* 

I wlll_ ret urn to this jplan ef getting rid of HITLER on one 
of his visits to the~?roifb , in my report on •'20 July". 
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yei'^J7i«T-3chall at that tii-ie head of Ari^iy Group 

visited by C/iNkRIS. I know- 
that he was an outspoken foe of the system. Charged by the SD 
as being "religiously — i.e. clerically — involved'', LEEB v.'aa 
very soon removed from his command. 

It is significant, but explicable for every one knov/ing 
the internal political-intellectual structure of the throe parts 
of the Wehrmacht , ■ that CANkRIS had not a single high-ranking 
Luftwaffe officer, to my knowledge, in his confidence, 

He. hardly had relations with the Navy, since he was generally 
regarded there as a renegade from his own arm, His relation to 
RAEDER and DOENITZ was more than cool. In this personal rivalries 
may have played a part, which I could not look into, 

HEADS OF THE GENiiRAL STAFF 

• ceneral Staff. CANARIS 

had made use of the very calm, some 'l .'t n.'.-ofossorial HALDER 
manifoldly and v7ith varying success ne an ally in his passive 
counteract ivity (principally against Wehrmachtfuehrungstab). 

He -regretted, however, that HAJDER caull not be moved, aside fr<mi 
~^fie'-pUEoly_r4;iirtai^"S5idiarQ-, -to any^collo'- oration in the combat 
against the Nazi system, 

ileneral d. Inf. voi^QDENSTERN — ■:.'-;Ul-Ii2 Chief of Staff of 
Army Group South ^im. Genoberst von ;7EICIiS ) , A very clear-r 

headed man, who observed happenings ’..u :h somowhat phlegroatic and 
philosophical equilibrium. CANARIS haa a ’very good confidential 
relationship to him, I believe that aft j..’ being oriented by 
GANSRIS he held his protecting and over the I-c of the Army Group, 
FREYTAG- von L0RINGH07EN, 

Feldmarschal3^j{^TTTns-. -19AO. Chief of Staff with the Sixth 
Ai'my (von hEl(;fiENA.Wy in the West. CiiNARIS at that thuo had a very 
good personal relationship v?ith him, and spoke openly 'with him. 

(l myself was present at some conversations). Wiien PAITHJS de- 
clared ‘that the methods being used in Poland wore necessary and 
proper, he was (as GANARIS told me just after Stalingrad) finished 
as far as CANARIS went. 

GENERALS 



General d. Inf .^LilSE-HORgrEN/iU 19.11 .1-h'l German General in 
-Zogr d'iyi" ' Ay J ilI?!BrT8BS ?Sr^Su ?E5SapBBn^'e^^ r-n the Balkans whodie 
reports were distinguished by an objoctivity that did one good, and 
absolute coxamand of the very difficult Ealk.n problems. I believe 
that he also (perhaps only indirectly; stood in a certain* contact 
with General OSTJR. I know that ho was under surveillance from 
1942 or the spring of 1943 by the RSHi.. 

In my "treasure portfolio" there is preserved a conversation 
of CANARIS with GU.ISE HORSTENAU (about Ivfey I 94 I in Zagreb), in 
which the latter had expressed himself very clearly about the 
Third Reich and its policies. 
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with 

RussiQr was Germdua Military Attache in Moscow, iai outstanding 
eai>ert on Russia, v/here he had grown up, with whom Ci.NiJRIS agreed 
especially in all questions of the "treatment” of the Eastern 
Peoples by the Third Reich. To uy knowledge, he had warned 
decidedly against a war with Russia, just as had his ioabasaador 
Graf von der sCH yimiRnRa. 

General d. Inf .-^.TZKI— Qon 17 (Freiade Heere) till 1940(7) 
GerinanMilitaryTt^eichein^kio. a general very sober in opinion 
and jud0nent, to whom CJiJIijRIS had a very good personal relationship 
and with whom he spoke very openly. 



MINISTHT 05:^ JUSTICE 



UhderSecretar|V^yHNEEBEp(^ ^ was (v7ith the collaboration of 
Dr* DOHNfJWj brought in to intervene for persons who were persoT 
cuted or already imprisoned i by the Nazi system* 



•p^I 



PROTESTANT 



BishoplHAEOKEL (HECKEL?)-- I kn'W that G'-JUiRIS supplied ■ 
money to the Protestan'b ynuren through ';his bishop (allegedly 
for Abwehr purposes— (lyiter dem Titel f.uer Abwehrtzwecke)) , 

JEWISH PiiRTICrPANrS IN TTE 
WORLD 

t 

After the "Crystal Week” (excesses against Jewish shops, ', 
organized by GOEBBELS after the attempt oa von RiiTH in Baris), 
the head of this association (juedische ''/'leltkriegsteilnehmer) 
appeared 'emd thanked CAK'iRIS for the help that n.'vNARTS was 
granting, illegally, to his uofeligionists* I know that GAICJRIS, 
with the help of OSTER and DOHNANy, made possible the emigration 
of Jews ff cm Germany and used these ’•’confidantes” for active .. 
_^.^unteractivity. I know further that CLUrjlIS was sumraoned in 
1943-^psingt)' to'3^rchtesgaden~>o HITLER, and that the latter 
banned definitively, in very ungrqcious form, the use of Jews 
in Abwehr service, after the RSR'. had informsd HITIER about the 
real activity of these agents. At that tjme, G.di'iRIS had to 
forbid the further use of Jewish TMen, in a written order 'to all 
Asts and ims. .So for as I kno^^i he succeeded only in keeping 




In this connexion^ I should like to laention that the'SP also 
used JeT(73 for agents (principally iiiternally)-v/ho however^ in 
contrast to the lootives that guided CiAliilRISr v^^ere forced vjith the 
worst extortions (threats to niurder their relatives) to these 
services (informing andhetrayal against their Ov?n coreligionists ), 



.4 



OTHER PERSONS 



Dr>»GESSLER — former Reichswehr Minister, I saw him several 
times with CL'JI'JIIS (1940?), 

-■^Russian (Tsarist) emigrant, was enployed by 
Abwehr Abt, J, C^.MRIS made use of many memoranda coiiiposed by 
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KA.UIBARS as reports delivered from abroad by T-men» Reports 
that in the main consisted of the key-words inspired by CA1!IABIS 
as expression of an (imaginary) anti-Bolshevist secret organiza- 
tion in Russia; and very sharply directed against the measures 
_g)f German Eastern^Policy that were thru.st upon the Russian people. 



GISEVIOS ^ a German official, or emplo^'-ee of <the 'Geimaa 
Legation in Bern or of the German Consulate in Zuerich; was also 
one of 'General OSTER'a men. Definitely anti -Nazi, and, I am con- 
vinced, at least mediatory for those contacts leading abroad which 
CANAJRIS maintained in . Switzerland . On these contacts and the 
persons brought in in connexion .with them I can say little, since 
1 myself was never in Switzerland. 

I know, however, that GISEVIUpS vms also initiated into the 
subject of the 20 JUly, since this muLter was handled rather 
concretely in a conversation between G1S;I7IUS and another person, 
at which I was present (l believe in 1912 or at the beginning of 
191-3) • In my report on "20 July" T return to this discussion. 






of the layi 'F'. lish Military Attache in 
Barlin. A very wise, also politicalxy > ighly educated woman, Vfhcan 
CAMRIS looked up regularly in Switzerla.'^d, and whose family in 
Warsaw was l>rotected and espeo^allj ucoked after by the Abwehr, 



Her husband, Qolonel^rGenera^gg^J^J^^ij^^ fought at that time 
with MONTGOMERY'S Ai^yT^Afrioa. 

— J- hav s-varidua ^ ind ica ti-ons 1>bat she was one 'of the most 
active supporters in C5ANARIS' "eounieia'- ..ivity" , just as in 
general i, and other like-minded persons, calculated . that CANkRIS 
maintained direct contacts via Switzer't ard to the Allied intelli- 
gence services. 

Qduntes^^THEOTOKISj i^ very "cle v sr Greek, Jewish or half- 
Jewisn, perrectxy cieer in her political attitude, was along with 
her family supported strongly by CANARIS, She lived at that time 
191-1-12 in Corfu, CANARIS met her often in Rome or Venice, I 
believe that she was conhected v/ith the British IS, The JCO-Lei'tex 
Italy jr Oberst HEIEFERICH, should know more about her. 



PROTECTION AND SCPPORT OF INDIVIDUALS AGAIINBT NAZI PERSECUTION, 
AND ALLEVIATION OF HARDSHIPS CAUSED PY THE WAR 



The Abwehr offered till about ].9-|2, in accord with its 
personnel and its still independent position, certain possibilities 
of protecting individuals against acts of ths Gestapo or SD, or at 
least of assuaging the lot of persons persecuted by the system. 
CANARIS made most extensive use of these pcssibilites, at the same 
time employing his' "secret organization". He had not ohly helped 
'inr nmerahl e:_j;>e<:^>I^ th em -cj-tizens of enemy states, in all 

possible ways, hut also had in individual cases saved people from 
sure deathi 

I meiition in this connexion only the case of a German 
scientist;, who lived in Paris and was condemned to death for 
alleged espionage, CANARIS, who was much aroused at the "juristic" 
handling of this case, hah attained, by very clever influencing of 
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GOERINGt postponement of the execution, tetrial of the case-r 
,an4^at the e nd ^ ha^release of the-^erson concerned. (BENTIVDCNI 
isve^~wsH'"OTiente 3 ^Drr~th©'~detaiIs of this matter). 

GiLUaHlS also took part in the repeated and very daring ’ 
efforts to secure the release of Pastor NIEI'iiOELLER from the 
concentration camp. Not the smallest reason for their failure 
was the fanatical, but not very wise attitude of NIEMOELLBR. 



In the following I mention only a few persons whom I wad 
able to protect from Ifezi persecution, in my official sphere t 
with the support and knowledge of CAN^RIS. 

(Austrian) Generalma jor d .R . Ma^^ONGE' — last head 'of the 
Austro-Hhngarian Secret, Service in the Firsf World War, and my 
teacher in the Austrian "rigid special testing commission" in 
1930-33 (Austrian General Staff training). He vvas active in 
1938 'the Austrian Chancellery in internal intelligence against 
the illegal Nazi movement. He vaa arrested immediately after 
^ the annexation of Austria, I refuse^' to search his house, as 
was ordbred by the Adjutants' Office of the Austrian Ministry of 
Defence; and secured his release, with the help of CiVNiRIS and 
MAROGNA., after only 3 or 4 months' iinprisonmant in Minich. 

(AttstrlanX FelSmarsehadrleuthant PiiNESOH-’- a pehsioned 
officer of the old Austrian Army, over 70 years old, who was 
arrested by the police when the German troops entered Yieima, 

With lIAROGNA's aid, I was able to free him after a tev/ days from 
the Nazi Prison. 



FECHNER— See Part I, pp. 2-3. 

(Austrian) was in the Austrian Nachrichtenab 

teilung (Abwehr) in 'charge of the Heferat "Germany". Turned to 
me for help because he whs persecuted as a Jew. I sent him in. 1939 
as a y-man to Czernowitz, Rumania. He was under (at that time) 
Hauptmam^^UN.Q f Abw I, ' 

In 1941 SChCRT was in Juogslavia, in the Hungarian zone of 
occupation), and he was recommended by me to the protection of the 
Hungarian IS. 



polish aristocrat —(name not given) — was with the help of my 
section transferred via Italy to Spain in 1939 * 

Polish Colone^gB^BSC^ and son-- former Austrian Cavalry 
Of^fice r ( cemrade bf^-BdRsKOMCROWi^tl) , whose, son was active in the 
polish resistance movement. He was, on lay orders, taken care of by 
ABSHAGEN, my adjutant and confidante. 

Pastor of Versailles — ■ was taken prisoner of war by the 
Germans in 1940 , and as a priest was imprisoned by the Gestapo, 
Through a request of the BKETr-RICHOU family (see Part II), I 
brought about the release of this priest^ The Abbe thanked me 
personally ip Versailles, 
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Fra^^^CKERBi^^agEs^ Viennese emigrant, in Paris. On re- 
quest of ftraefin now in Bad Ischl, I sent objects 

Cl’ ’valua 'asxon.ging tc i'rau iSUCLuiHBi'iE'lKjiB from u-ermaiiy to France, 
in 1938 or 1939. Tbe transfer of this jewelry was carried out 
by Mme. BUffiT-RICHOU. 






The father of Graefin RESSEGUIER, the Austrian Fmlt, d. R. 
IJSCHrPQEEABICH was for almost a year in Dachau concentration 
cS^, iuke my brother, he had lived till now in exile from 
Austria, in Germany. For him, Generaloberst BECK and General 
OSTER had interceded at my instigation. 



Colonel TCHR^DE and Oolonel TROUILLER— French officer PWs, 
TROUIIIER a fanatical De GAULLISTE. Their aipervision wa^i 
carried on through Major i,BSHf.GEN.' Independently of this, they 
maintained an illegal connexion to me via the Vichy Legation in 
Budapest (l^. BTHBl). 

E&uptmann K^^^^^ ^HA^-Vienna, turned for help to me, 
since he was persecu^eSAse^rew. 1 v'i.estroyod the dossier with 
Abw III, which c6ntained political mererial against him. If I 
remember rightly, -he emigrated. 

ACTIVITY OF THE CANzlRIS QRGfiNIZ;.TION TILL THE END OF THE WuR 

At the beginning of June or July 1943* I i>egan to turn oyer 
Abw Abt II to my successor, Oberst i»G.> FREYTAG von LC3RINGH0VEN. 
He was personally indoctrinated regarding the secret , tasks by 
G/kNARIS'and myself. Since I had no doubts about the result of 
the war, I had to count onthe destructi.'n of all the files of 
my section. Therefore, if memory serves, from 1941 or 1942--I 
had ny secreteiry VOIGT (retroactively to the beginning of the 
war) make copies currently of the War Diary of .Abteilung II. 



Likewise, I had begun as early as 1939 with the collection 
and copying of certain reports and secret documents that v/ere 
accessible to me (my utreasdre portfolio'*— ^Raritaetenmappe) which 
beyond the frame of Abw II, reproduce conversations and remarks 
of leading personalities of the Third Reich. 



I haC firmly \fes^ save these documents — diary and 

treasure portfolio--beyond the end of the war. ’ I therefore trans 
f erred these papers, when I left for the front, to Austria, and 
turned over to FECHNER for secure and concealed preservation in 
Vienna. I hope that these documents will flilfil the purpose for 
which they have been consciously kept back for years , 



FREPTAG had successfully continued the counteractivity, with 
his whole being-, and above all had ruthlessly carried out the 
personnel policy already introduced by me and adapted to this pur 
pose. 
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* In regard to the three Leitstellen v/hichi in the course 
of the 'reorga|iization of the Abwohr were being Sit up in 'his 
sphere, he had, to be sure, to yield, in Leitstelle West, to 
the already considerably strengthened political pressure and 
accept the recommended assignment of the SD member Hauptmann 
HDlkMEL to the command there; in the Southeast, however, he 
succeeded despite great difficulties in carrying out the 
appointment of EECHKIR as chief of the Leitstelle, 

'When FRE5TTAG had to spend some time in 'Vienna in March 
1944^ because of preparations for the German march into 

to' tense that ha counted 
hourly onbeing arrested, por example, he gave orders on the 
occasion of each of his discussions with the SD that in case he 
had not returned at a certain time, certain offices were to be 
informed, under cover, of his arrest, 

FRETTAG suffered in those days also under the order given 
him personally by Hp®£ER to be responsible for all Abwehr plans 
connected with the march into Hungary > and especially for the 
ordered collaboration with SS;^Oberfuehre^^ the SD, 

He and also MAROGNA. extracted themselves by subterfuge, from 
staying in Budapest as they had been ordered. They stated that 
they could no longer face their Hungarian counterparts, with vdiom 
they were familiar through years of collaboration, after the 
attack of the Germans and the customary methods being used in it 
once more. 



Personally, I am incidentally convinced that FRElfTAG and 
MAROGNA informed the Hungarian IS in time of the inminent measufi 
of HIMtdLEH or HITLER, 





After FREZTAQls departute, which vjas followed alslJ W^JifcSat 
of the^ hiof — seb^taty-VOlG-T ,— who Txhd spent years "in tj;>e(^ff ice 
and was initiated into the plan, Ivila.ior i,G, HAUMAM^ ^k over the 
deputy leadership of the. Abteilung, since SKORZEWY in the meantine 
was appbin'ted chief of Abwehr Abt II (or rather of Mil D, which 
had replaced it), FREYTAG had, when he left, described NADMANN 
as an officer who was to be sure still very young but absolutely 
decent and completely in accord' with his own line— »but nevertheless 
did. not indoctrinate him fully into the counteractivity. 



When, on 20 July 1944 •' NADlvIANtT the temporary head at' 
Baruth had the Ortsgruppenleiter of the NSDAF there arrestedii and 
in this was threatened with a machine-pistol by the 

he was about through. He was replaced by the notorious 
friefui of KAITENBRIINNER, Major Dr, LOOS, a Linz attorney. With 
this, the complete turning over of the still remaining members of 
Abw II to the SD had been realized. 



♦The incidents given in the following. report took place after my 
departure from Abw Abt II, I describe thOm according to the 
infoimation received from different sides, and I believe I cad, 
on the basis of exact knowledge of the existing circumstances, 
^Hesbifcr to the-rgCCitra cv of t he stdtenB nts. 
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The diTBction of the counteract ivity, v/hich had beooms 
very difficult under these circumstances, nov/ was passed 
entirely to FECHNERf and relied essentially on the Viennese 
group, created by him and still existing as a unit. 

— ^-^ ^ith Mil_P t h^TQ ^ere a t_that-^iiae th^^ollowiiig like- 
minded officers I Hptm» Dr ^. EISEITOERG , tttnfp . and 

especially Obit-. Dr. FERIdI They supported FECHKER as far as 
was still possible, informed him in time of the plans of Mil D 
and in particular of measures being considered regarding him. 

Meanwhile, FECHNTR transferred the extraordinarily 
valuable documehts that were in his care, Contrary t6 LOOS’ 
explicit orders, with a part of his office, to Tyrol, and at 
the beginning' of April 1945 Toll o^'^od them, ^vith the remainder 
of his people, although in the meantime SK0RZE3SK' had already 
ordered his replacement by Majoi^ARTL. 

COMCLUSION 

I have tried, splely from memorj^ . to sketch a picture of 
the •counteractivity" within the Abwehr and especially within 
Abteilung II, 

Hoad and soul of this counteract ivity was CANftRIS. 

A personality full of hiar. own q.m-.lity, with sharpest 
int^l^ct, an d— d espite many ^ntraijictions of his extremely 
mob ilen3pirit^^^^rfuliof~dS6p Huna n i ty . 

Measured against the sixrround ings in which he --unmilitary 
even to the most external externalities I— was set, in any case 
an individualist, 

I believe I know the motives that induced CANARIS to this 
underground combat against HITLER and the system, 

CANARIS knew what the ultimate goals wore that HITLER and 
his clique had set for themselves, and he knew about the means 
and methods with which they v/anted to realize those goals, 

OANARIS led this combat very flexibly and with a wealth of 
ideas, but still al?/ays with sober measurement of the power- 
relations at any time. He conducted this fight v;ith the weapons 
corresponding to his nature i cleverness, intuition, and — deceit, 
I know, however, situations where CANAH IS showed decided moral 
courage. 

It can, in my. opinion, bo assiimed with certainty that 
Hg^/nJIR and espeoia^y HETDRICH (OA^iRIS' most dangerous foe) 
very'ao^a-rgp^-^'^wtfid of'-tWia-rSubyversive activity of the chief of 
the Abwehr, Perhaps at first not complete knowledge, hut surely 
sufficient hints and grounds for suspicion, 
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ThAt- vmjm.m did not. take strong action till the beginning 
of 194ll->: aM then spaced CAMEIS at first* I explain — 

aside from the very oleyeri somstiiuea absolutely refined tactics 
of CAN^IS toward the RSH^» —by the fact that they were making 
use of, and had to make use of, the personality of the Admiral— 
it does not matter whether willingly or not — in order to get to 
certain circles abroad that v;ore hopelessly inaccessible for 
exponents of Herr HIMMLER or RIBBENTROP. ^ 

It is very hard even approximately to pass on the enoimous 
burden of spirit that this "counteractivity" demanded, partly in 
nerve-shattering guerilla warfare, partly in conscious taking-on 
of the ultimate risk. 

As one of the few closest confidantes of OANftRIS still 
alive, I feel ifcyself bound to separate most Aiarply the members 
of this circle, of which a not too small number — at their head' 
CANARIS himself— were executed after preceding inhuman tortures, 
and wh6 from the first day of the war and in many cases even 
Jb^ore, have taken up a clear po^itun^i joward HITLER and National 
SoclH±±aiB(=«rrcm thbs ^H opp oslt iol^mo-.-einentsU that discovered 
their hostility to Naziism only in or even later. 




